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Ex-

pymaster Gen Faiz in military

custody, court martial initiated
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The former spymaster, Lt-Gen
(retd) Faiz Hameed, was detained by military
authorities and court martial proceedings have
been initiated against him on charges of corrup-
tion, misuse of authority, and violating the
Pakistan Army Act

"Complying with the orders of Supreme Court
of Pakistan, a detailed court of inquiry was
undertaken by Pakistan Army, to ascertain cor-
rectness of complaints in Top City case made
against  Li-Gen (retd) Faiz Hameed
Consequently, appropriate disciplinary action
has been initiated against Hameed. under provi-
sions of Pakistan Army Act.” read a statement
issued by military's media wing, the Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR) on Monday.

"In addition, multiple instances of violation of
Pakistan Army Act post retirement have also
been established. The process of Field General
Court Martial has been initiated and Gen Faiz
has been taken into military custody.” the state-
ment added.

Given the powerful position of head of ISL, it
is seen as unusual that the former spymaster was
not only arrested but court martial proceedings
have been initiated against him

The charges against Gen Faiz date back to
May 2017 when he was DG-C in the 1SI

In April, the army constituted a high-level
inquiry committee headed by a major general to
look into the allegations against Gen Faiz

The inquiry was ordered in pursuant to the
orders of the Supreme Court and in the light of
the directives of the Ministry of Defence.

This was the first formal inquiry ordered
against Gen Faiz, who resigned in November
2022 four months before his retirement date. Gen
Faiz served as DG C in the 1Sl and later headed
the spy agency, His name surfaced in many con-
troversies including the Faizabad Dharna case
Three-time former prime minister Nawaz Sharif
named him and Gen Bajwa as main characters
behind his removal through a Supreme Court
decision.

On November 8, 2023, Moeez Ahmed Khan,

Heavy Rain
expected in
Balochistan:

PDMA QUETTA:

Commissioner
Zakir Hussain Baloch, was In

the owner of Top City, filed a petition in the
Supreme Court in which he accused Gen Faiz for
misusing his authority.

The petition stated that on May 12, 2017, on
the behest of Gen Faiz, IST officials raided the
Top City office and his house. During the raid,
valuables. including gold, diamonds and money,
were seized from the house by ISI officials, the
petitioner alleged.

The petition also stated that Sardar Najaf, the
brother of Gen Faiz, also contacted him (o
resolve the issue later.

The petition also claimed that Gen Faiz later
personally met him to resolve the issue. in which
he assured that some of the items which had been
taken away by the ISI officials during the raid
would be returned. However, 400 tolas of gold
and cash will not be returned to him.

The petition also alleged that the TSI officials
extorted Rs4 crore cash from them,

Considering the sensitivity of the matter and in
view of these serious allegations. a three-judge
bench of the Supreme Court, which included
Chief Justice of Pakistan Justice Qazi Faiz Isa,
Justice Athar Minallah and Justice Aminuddin,
heard the case.

The Supreme Court observed this was a very
serious matter and the serious nature of allega-
tions may damage the image of the entire institu-
tion, therefore the matter cannot be ignored. The
Supreme Court asked the attorney general to
look into the matter and discuss with the relevant
authorities,

The Attorney General for Pakistan assured the
Supreme Judiciary that full cooperation will be
given to the matter and action will be taken
according to law.

Following the direction, the army constituted
the inquiry committee to look inta the matter.

Meanwhile, the Director General of Inter-
Services Public Relations (DG ISPR) Lt-Gen
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry has emphasized that the
military’s self-accountability system is a strict,
transparent, and continuous process that operates
without bias.

DC Panjgur martyred, MC
injured in Mastung attack

By Beberg Baloch
The Deputy their  vehicle near  the
of Panjgur, Khadkocha area of Mastung.
the attack, both the

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif inaugurates the Commonwealth Asia
Youth Alliance Secretariat, at the International Youth Day ceremony in

Islamabad.

Hostile forces are creating rift
between state and people: CM

By Our Reporter

QUETTA: Chief Minister of Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti has said that Balochistan is under
threat from hostile forces attempting to create a
rift between the state and its people.

He expressed these views during the conclud-
ing ceremony of the All Balochistan
Independence Day Shooting Championship on
Monday, which was attended by provincial min-
isters, members of the assembly, and senior offi-
cials

Chief Minister Bugti noted that vibrant
nations celebrate Independence Day with enthu-
siasm and praised the grand celebrations of
Independence Day threughout Balochistan

He remarked that rifle shooting has been a tra-
ditional part of the culture for Baloch, Pashtun,
and local wibes but has been overlooked in
recent times. He emphasized the need to revital-
ize this sport and congratulated the organizers for
successfully arranging the rifle shooting event on
short notice as part of the Independence Day cel-
ebrations.

Bugti ighlighted that promoting sports can
help alter extremist behaviors. He pointed out
that hostile forces are active in Balochistan on
three different fronts that need 1o be addressed.
While social media can be a useful tool, it is
unfortunately bemg misused. Although the world
has embraced social media to strengthen moral
values. in Balochistan, it has been misused to
create divisions between the state and the youth
through false narratives and propaganda.

The Chief Minister called for the positi
of social media to counter these conspir:
stressed the need for legislation to expose false
propaganda and namratives to the public and
youth,

He assured that any eclements creating rifts
between the state and the youth, whether from
the mountains or on social media. will be dealt
with. He affirmed that the people of Balochistan
are patriotic, and all conspiracies against the
state will fail. He expressed his commitment to
uphold the decision made Continued on page 7

CPEC to boost
Balochistan's

Governor pushes for governance
reform & Electric Cars

By Our Reporter

By Our Reporter

QUETTA: A new spell of
rain is expected to enter
Balochistan on Aupust 15 and
continue until August 18.

According o the
Meteorological Department,
rain is predicted in Khuzdar,
Qalat, Sorab, Awaran, Mastung,
Naseerabad, Jaffarabad,
Sohbatpur, Jhal Magsi, Kachi,
Si Panjgur, Kollu,
Musakhel, Barkhan, Loralai,
Hemai, Zhob, Ziarat, Sherani.
and the coastal areas of Makran
from August 15 to 18,

Following this forecast, the
PDMA  (Provincial Disaster
Management Authority) has
issued an alert for the province,
advising that landslides and
flooding may oceur due to the
rains. There is a risk of over-
flow from streams and rivers,
s0 the public should avoid
unnecessary travel and refrain
g picnic points

According to the PDMA,
there is also a risk of lightning
during the rains. The PDMA
structed the relevant dis-
trict administrations to remain
alert during this period.

PTI decries SC
ruling on vote
recount in three

constituencies

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders
on Monday expressed deep dis-
appointment with the Supreme
Court’s ruling on vote recount
in three National Assembly
constituencies, calling it a
"murder of justice.”

martyred, and the Chairman of
the Municipal Committee of
Panjgur, Abdul Malik Baloch,
was seriously injured in an
armed attack by unknown
assailants  on  the Quetta-
Karachi National Highway,
near Mastung, late Monday
evening.

Officials  reported  that
Deputy Commissioner Zakir
Hussain Baloch was traveling
to Quetta from Panjgur with
the Chairman of the Municipal
Committee,  Abdul  Malik
Baloch, when armed men
opened indiscriminate fire on

Deputy Commissioner and the
Chairman of the Municipal
Committee were seriously
injured and were immediately
taken to the nearby Shaheed
Nawab Ghous Bakhsh Raisani
Memorial Hospital n
Mastung. However, Mr. Zakir
Hussain Baloch succumbed to
his injuries.

Dr. Saeed Ahmed, the Chief
Executive of the hospital, con-
firmed the Deputy
Commissioner's death, stating
that he had sustained multiple
bullet injuries to various parts
of  Continued on page 7

PM pledges to transform
Pak into developed nation

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday pledged to
allocate ample resources to the
nation's youth to help trans-
form the country into a thriv-
ing, developed nation

Speaking at an event mark-
ing the International Day of
Youth, organized by the Prime
Minister's Youth Programme,
he recalled his service as Chief
Minister of Punjab under the
leadership  of
Pakistan ~ Muslim

League
Nawaz Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif. He aimed to provide

opportunities for the youth to
change the country’s destiny as
prime minister.,

"The country’s youth have
the potential to elevate the
nation to new heights, if given
access to modern education
and resources,” he added.

He expressed his vision of
equipping talented youth with

modern education, Information
Technology, and  Artificial
Intelligence to spark a revolu-
tion in the country, similar to
the progress seen in China. He
highlighted his previous efforts
in providing modern facilities
to students at Danish Schools

Shehbaz Sharif also lament-
ed that, despite having abun-
dant resources and 77 years of
independence, the country
remains heavily burdened by
debt. He noted that extreme
poverty prevents many from
affording basic needs, such as
arranging marriages for their
daughters, while the country’s
elite class enjoys significant
privileges.

He stated that this year, the
federal government will pro-
vide one million smartphones,
tablets, and laptops to top-per-
forming students across the
country, including those from
Azad Continued on page 7

A delegation from the Shanghai International Trading Company is brief-
ing the Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Safraz Bugti on various aspects of
their operations and interests in the province.

economy: CM

By Our Reporter

QUETTA: The Chief
Minister of Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, has said that
the completion of G-to-G
(Government-to-Government )
projects under CPEC (China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor)
will not only positively impact
Balochistan but also benefit
Pakistan's economy as a
whole and promote foreign
investment

A delegation from
Shanghai A.D.M Intemational
Trading Company Limited
met with Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti to discuss pri-
vate Chinese investment in
Balochistan. On this occasion,
Saced Ahmed, the head of the
Balochistan Board of
Investment. was also present.

During the discussion,
Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti emphasized that accel-
erating economic and industri-
al activities in Balochistan
would create employment
opportunities and hoost indus-
trial development, leading to
faster social development in
the region

QUETTA: The Govemnor of
Balochistan,  Jaffar Khan
Mandokhel, has said that
reducing the reliance of people
in remote and underdeveloped
districts on federal and provin-
cial povernments, providing a
solid foundation for participa-
tory governance, and solving
public issues at the doorstep of
the people can only be
achieved by empowering local
government institutions

He made these remarks dur-
ing a conversation with the for-
mer Governor of the State
Bank of Pakistan, Dr. Ishrat
Hussain, at the Governor

House in Quetta on Monday.

Governor Mandokhel
emphasized that it is crucial 1o
strengthen local governments,
which form the third tier of
government, to effectively
address local concerns, pro-
mote participatory govemance,
and advance inclusive devel-
opment,

On another occasion, fol-
lowing a briefing from the
CEQ of QESCO, the Governor
direeted an immediate halt to
unannounced load shedding,
emphasizing that even good
customers are frustrated due to
power  Continued on page 7

CM response recorded
on PB-10 rigging case
By Our Reporter

QUETTA:The hearing of the
alleged election rigging case in
constituency PB-10 Dera Bi
took place in the Balochistan
High Court's Election
Tribunal, where Chief Minister
Balochistan. Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti's response was recorded

On Monday, Justice Rozi
Khan Bareech heard the consti-

tutional  petition  regarding

TWO drOWn alleged  rigging in  the
x Balochistan  Assembly con-
n Hub dam stituency PB-10 Dera Bugti
By Qur Cor d lecti Chief  Minister

HUB: Two people drowned
in a dam in Hub

According to  PDMA
Balochistan officials, they
were informed on Monday

Balochistan Sarfaraz Bugti
appeared in the Balochistan
High Court during the hearing.
The petitioner, Guharam Bugti,
had accused Mir Sarfaraz

Guharam Bugti's lawyer
questioned the Chief Minister
of Balochistan during the hear-
ing. The petitioner’s counsel,
Chaudhry Hasan Man
Advocate, appeared in court
and requested biometric verifi-
cation of all votes in PB-10,
while  Advocate  Kamran
Murtaza represented the Chief
Minister of Balochistan. The
Chief Minister recorded a
statement in court acknowl-
edging that when he contested
the elections from PB-10, he
was a Senator of the
Balochistan  Awami  Party
Subsequently, the Balochistan
High Court adjourned the case
hearing until August 15, After

Bugti of rigging.

the Continued on page 7

Educate daughters to enlighten

a generation, says Mahrang
By Our Reporter

QUETTA: Dr. Mahrang Baloch, the central
organizer of the Baloch Yakjethi Committee, has
stressed that the Baloch nation should educate
their daughters because educated women
enlighten an entire generation.

She expressed these views while addressing a
public gathering at Shahwani Stadium on Saryab
Road. A large number of people. including
women, children. and the elderly, participated in
the gathering

The event took place after they arrived in
Quetta from Nushki

She mentioned that their movement is a public
movement that cannot be stopped. People have
been holding sit-ins at various locations for over
two weeks, which has become a source of
strength. "Our movement is the movement of the
Baloch nation, and our struggle for survival is

carried forward by our mothers and sis-
she emphasized.

Dr. Mahrang also said that every brother
should make his sister his strength and every
father should grant his daughter the same rights
as a son. Sibghatullah Shahji. Sabia Baloch, and
other leaders of the BYC also addressed the

crowd
Earlier, a gathering was held in Nushki, where
a large number of people participated. In their

speeches, Dr. Mahrang Baloch, Sibghatullah
Shahji, and others emphasized that the sacrifices
of the Baloch martyrs have raised awareness
among the Baloch people, Despite all forms of
oppression, brutality, and violence, the Baloch
people have stood firm for their rights.

Dr. Mahrang Baloch also stated that ending
tribal conflicts is essential Continued on page 7

Welfare of
Balochistan's
people top priority
of govt: PM

ISLAMABAD Prime
Minister ~ Shehbaz  Shanf
Monday held a meeting with a
delegation led by President
National Party

Abdul Malik Baloch and dis-
cussed the overall political situ-
ation in Balochistan provinee

Senator Jan Muhammad
Jamali and member National
Assembly Pullain Baloch were
part of the delegation

During the meeting, the
prime minister said welfare and
well being of the people of
Balochistan was the top priority
of the government.

Seven injured
in Quetta
grenade attack

By Our Reporter

QUETTA: A hand grenade
attack by unknown individuals
resulted in seven people being
injured in the Pashtoonabad
area of Quetla.

According to the police, on
Monday, unknown individuals
on a motoreycle threw a hand
grenade at Chalu Bawri Chowk
in the Pashtoonabad area of
Quetta. The grenade exploded
with a loud blast. injuring seven
people, who were immediately
taken to a hospital

Upon receiving the report of
the incident, a contingent of
security forces arrived at the
scene, cordoned off the area,
collected evidence, and began
searching for the suspects.

Election tribunal
orders NADRA
verification for

Quetta PB-40 votes

By Our Reporter

QUETTA: A bench of the
Election Tribunal, comprising
Justice Abdullah Baloch of the
Balochistan High Court, has
ordered the verification of
Form 45 and all votes for the
PB-40 Quetta-3 constituency
through NADRA's fingerprint
verification system.

While delivering a reserved
judgment in the case of Qadir
Al Nail vs. Samad Khan
Gorgaij and others, the Election
Tribunal, led by Justice
Abdullah  Baloch, instructed
that all Form 45 and votes from
the PB-40 Quetta-3 constituen-
¢y be verified by NADRA

According to the order, after
reviewing and observing the
claims and evidence of the par-
ties, the tribunal concluded that,
to determine whether the elec-
tion was fair or tampered with,
it is necessary to verify all votes
through NADRA's fingerprint
system to uncover the facts.

Additionally, the claimant
Qadir Ali Nail has been
instructed to bear all costs asso-
ciated with the verification
process by NADRA

BSF condemns
vandalism of
Syed Zahoor

Hashmi's statue

By Our Correspondent

TURBAT: The central
spokesperson for the Baloch
Students' Front has condemned
the vandalism of the statue of
Syed Zahoor Shah Hashmi,
calling it a direct attack on
Baloch cultural heritage, lin-
guistic identity, and collective
memory.

In a statement issued on
Monday, the BSF spokesperson
said that Syed Zahoor Shah
Hashmi's  contributions  are
unparalleled. He was a beacon
of hope. inspiration, and guid-
ance for generations of Baloch
students, writers, and intellectu-
als.

The statement further read
that Syed Hashmi's efforts to
promote the Balochi language
and culture have left permanent
marks on society. The destruc-
tion of his statue not only
insults his legacy but also rep-
resents a Dblatant attempt to
erase cultural symbols and lin-
guistic identity
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SC reinstates ECP's decision for
re-counting in NA-154,81,79

ISLAMABAD:
Supreme Court on
Monday reinstated the
decision  of  Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) for vote re-counting
in three constituencies of
National Assembly (NA)

The

81, and NA-79. The judg-
ment was announced with
a majority of 2 to | with a
dissenting note by Justice
Aqgeel Ahmed Abbasi.

In a 47-pages judgment
authored by the CJP, the
court  said "the judg-

A th ber bench,
headed by Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa and comprising
Justices Naeem Akhtar
Afghan and Aqeel Ahmed
Abbasi announced the ver-
dict pertaining to recount
in three constituencies
including NA-154, NA-

ders passed by the
LHC in the aforesaid writ
petitions do not suffer
from any factual errors or
legal infirmity, therefore,
don not require any inter-
ference by this court,
under Article 185(3) of the
constitution. Accordingly.
the above civil petitions

are dismissed and leave to
appeal refused.

The detailed judgment
said, "It is also admitted
that in respect of three of
the constituencies applica-
tions to recount the ballot
papers were submilted on
9 February 2024 and in
respect of one on 10
February 2024."

It said, "The legislature,
however, had made a si
nificant change (on 35
August 2023) in section
95(5) of the Elections Act,
which was to take away
the discretion vesting in

Ahsan stresses upon peace,
stability, reforms for success

ISLAMABAD: Minister
for Planning, Development
and  Special Initiatives
Professor Ahsan Igbal on
Monday emphasized upon
the crucial role of peace.
political stability, policy
continuity, and continuous
reforms  in  achieving
national success.

Speaking at an event
marking the International
Day of Youth, organized by
the Prime Minister's Youth
Programme, he stressed
that these interconnected
factors were vital for driv-
ing growth and prosperity
in Pakistan, urging the

youth to recognize the
importance of a stable and
peaceful environment for
the count LIESS.

"This is not a matter of
political ideology, but a
question of the future and
well-being of 240 million
people and youth of
Pakistan.” he added

Ahsan Igbal expressed
his belief that a stable gov-
emment, under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif. working
towards a single agenda for
the next five years, would
empower the youth to sur-
pass India in the race for

Success.

He highlighted the focus
areas of economy, agricul-
ture, technolog ndustry,
and exports, s
gle agenda approach would
ultimately lead Pakistan to
winning the 'gold medal' in
progress and development.
Ahsan Igbal reminded that
Pakistan was built for suc-
cess, not (o lag behind, He
honored the sacrifices of
the country’s forefathers, by
saying, "Our ancestors gave
their sacnhces for a pros-
perous Pakistan, and it's our
responsibility to fulfill their

Parliamentary Secretary Social Welfare Haji Wali Muhammad
Noorzai addressing a Press conference.

Returning  Officer
consi ddl’ll’lg an
seeking
ballot

the
when
application
recount  of
papers.
The court said, "When
the writ petitions were
filed before the High
Court the amended section
95(5) was in place.

However, the signifi-
cance of the changes made
in section 95(5) were not
considered by the learned
Judges of the High Cous

Tt said that the court has
already declared in its
Jjudgments that the election
conflicts could only be
challenged before election
tribunal and that generally
in an election process the
High Court cannot inter-
fere with by mvoking its
Constitutional jurisdiction
in view of Article 225 of
the Constitution.

However, this is subject
1o an exception that where
no legal remedy is avail-
able to an aggrieved.

The verdict said, "The
Returning Officer of one
constituency noted on the
application on 10 February
2024 that, "The application
regarding recount  the
votes is not maintainable
but without stating the rea-
son why it was not main-
tainable.

The petitioner chal-
lenged the RO's order by
iling a petition on 11
February 2024 before the
Commission

The order said, "In
respect of another con-
stituency, the RO
acknowledged receipt of
the application to recount
on 9 February 2024, but
stated he could not under-
take a recount because 'a
huge number of political
workers gathered outside
the office of the under-
signed and climbed the
walls of the premises.

A similar response was
given regarding the third
constituency. -APP

the

CM Sarfraz Bugti addressing during concluding ceremony of All

Balochistan Independence Day Shooting Championship on Monday.

Kundi accords warm welcome
to Imam Masjid-e-Nabwi

LAHORE:  Governor
Punjab  Sardar  Saleem
Haider Khan accorded a
warm welcome to the Tmam
Masjid-e-Nabawi Dr. Salah
bin Muhammad Al-Budair
during the latter's visit to
the Govemor's House, here
on Monday. Saudi envoy
Nawaf bin Saced al-Maliki
was also present

Speaking on this occa-

Dr. Salah bin Muhammad
Al-Budair also led the Zuhr
prayer in Jamia Masjid
Govemor's House. A large
number of Governor House
staff and public offered
prayer led by Imam Masjid-
e-Nabawi Dr. Salah bin
Muhammad Al-Budair. The
also
Teld a special prayer for the
prosperity, peace and unity

of Muslim Ummah,

Dr. Salah bin
Muhammad Al-Budair also
visited the Governor's
House. Governor Sardar
Saleem  Haider Khan
informed the Imam of
Masjid-e-Nabawi Dr. Salah
bin Muhammad Al-Budair
about the historical impor-
tance of the Governor's
House.-APP

sion, Governor Punjab
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
said that Dr. Salah bin
Muhammad  Al-Budair's
presence is a matter of joy
and honor for him. He said
Pakistan and Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia enjoy long
standing fraternal relations.

The Governor Punjab
said S Arabia has
always supported Pakistan
in difficult times.

Imam Masjid-e-Nabawi

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister ~ for  Interior
Mohsin Naqvi held separate
meetings with Chairman
MQM  Khalid Magbool
Siddiqui and JUP Secretary
General Owais  Noorani,
During the meetings, mat-
ters of mutual interest, the
overall political situation of
the country and promoting

Father, sSon religious  harmony  and

o * brotherhood  were  dis-
killed in = Goe

accident Mohsin ~ Nagvi  and

PESHAWAR: An acci-
dent on the Indus Highway
Karak at  Spinah  Morr
claimed the lives of a father
and son after the truck they
were travelling in suffered
brake failure. The victims
have been identified as
Shakeel Ahmed, 68, and his
28-year-old son, both resi-
der of Peshawar.
Emergency response teams
quick to arrive at the scene,

Khalid Magbool Siddiqui
strongly condemned the
viclous propaganda against
nstitutions. Federal
Minister Mohsin
Naqvi said that state institu-
tions are a proud asset of
the country, and the the
organized propaganda
against state institutions is
like betraying the country.
He underscored that no one
will be allowed to run a
nefarious campaign against
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The BAEC invites bids from eligible Bidders for supply of following
items. TSE-242508517411 Note: In All Procurements of GOB

Whether Through Electronic or Manual Bld Submission, It is

sk
TSE-242508515983 Only electronic bid will be suhmmed No
physical bid is required. Note: In All Pmcuremem of GOB
Whelher Through El ic or Manual Bid ion, It is

the state institutions,
Interior Minister pointed

out that any attempt to hin-

der Pakistan’s development

where they conducted relief
operations and transported
the bodies to DHQ Hospital
Karak.-APP

Similar Nature and Gomplexity 2,000,000 in Previous 2 Years Tum

Khaizi at Kharotabad Quetta

over of at least 2,500,000 PKR in 2 Subsequent Previous Years
Presence in Active Tax Payer List Sales Tax Certificate The bidding
firm must not be currently blacklisted by any procuring agency of
Pakistan JV is not permissible Submission of the required Bid
Security In case Bid Security is not found cial

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules - 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in
Active Tax Payer List The bidding fin must not be blacklisted by any
pmcu!mg agency of Pakistan Balochistan Revenue Authority

evaluation the bidding firm shall be declared as in-eligible and non-
responsive Submission of the required Bidding document Fee
Sample May Check Procedure Of Procurement: Single Stage Two
Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must
accompany Bid Security in the form of Deposit at Call of 2 %
specified above in the name of the under-signed from a scheduled
bank. Tender Documents: The bidding documents can be obtained
from the office of the under-signed 1,000 PKR Issuance of tender
Documents: From the date of publication of NIT to 28 August
2024during office hours on working days Last Date of bid
submission: The Tenders must be submitted latest by 28 August,
2024till 11:00 AM. Tender opening: All tenders will be opened on
same day at the office of the under-signed at 12:00 PM Address:
Directorate of Education Balochistan Assessment & Examination
Commission Shawaksha Road Quetta

Phone no: 3451997929  Email: beacqta2015@gmail.com

ion is required The bidder must have completed 1
Assignment of similar nature of work Tum over of at least 85,532,300
PKR Amount in3 subsequent previous years showing financial
capacity of the fim 01 Project Similar nature and complexity
completed in last 05 Years 70% Estimated cost of the this Project
Procedure Of Procurement: Single Stage Two Envelope Bidding
Procedure Bid Security: The bids must accompany Bid Security in
the form of Bank Gurantee,Deposit at Call of 2 % specified above in
the name of the under-signed from a scheduled bank. Tender
Documents: The NIT & Bidding Document can be oblained

77777 Issuance of tender
Documents: Complete Elddmg Document can be viewed at
www,bppra.gob,pk Last Date of bid submission: Bid can only be
submitted electronically |atest by 29 August, 2024 til 12:00 PM
through supplier dashboard. Tender opening: All tenders will be
opened on same day at 01:00 PM on EPPS System Address:
Office of The Executive Engineer Maintenance Division-1ll Provincial
B& R District Quetta Phone no: 0333302861 Fax no: 0812835385

Naqvi meets Chairman MQM
and Secretary General JUP

and people's prosperity will
not succeed. He said that
personal interests have no
value in the face of national
interests. Khalid Magbool
Siddiqui said that everyone
needs to unite and move
forward for the sake of the
country.

During meeting with JUP
Secretary General Owais
Noorani, Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi said that JUP
has always spoken for the
best interest of the country,
He reiterated that everyone
needs to move forward by
Joining their hands together.
He highlighted that we need
to bring the country out of
its  current  challe
through positive thinking
and unity. He said that our
beloved country has been
facing numerous challenges
and we need to turn these

challenges into opportuni-
ties. -Al

PP

Karachi; Provincial Energy

2024-25 based on Composite schedule of rates 2023, who can
prove their eligibility and qualification as mentioned in the bidding
documents Tender Fee Rs.1000/- and Bid Security 4%

S.No  Name of Workis

1 FLOODPROTECTION WALL GAWASH
DISTRICT KHARAN.PSDPNo.2841 (2024-25)
TSE-242508517033

ElCost
49,000,000

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules — 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: Eligibility Criteria
can be seen in bidding documents. Procedure Of Procurement:
Single Stage Two Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The
bids must accompany Bid Security in the form of Bank
Gurantee,DepositatCall ofd%  specified above in the name
of the under-signed from a scheduled bank. Tender Documents:
The bidding documents can be obtained from the office of the under-
signed 1,000 PKR Issuance of tender Documents: From the date
of publication of NIT to 28 August, 2024 during office hours on
working days Last Date of bid submi; : The Tenders must be
submitted latest by 28 August 2024 till 09:00 AM . Tender opening:
All tenders will be opened on same day at the office of the under-
signed at 10:00 AM Address: Near DIG Police house, main Quetta
road Kharan Phone no: 0847510933 Faxno: 0847510933

Mandatory For All Bidders to Get At For All Bidders to Get i At El

Public Procurernant System of BPPRA GOB. Public Procurement System of BPPRA GOB. The Execculive | | 6 ‘{M}' R o o el
Tender Fee Rs.1000/- Engineer Maintenanace Division-l1l Quetta invites bids from Eligible | || g== Jinnah University for Women to

SNo  Classof Object BidSecurity Efﬁ:’s far executlonrggg%\:ggnw;;l:;l:(;;:g:a‘erszwd best oo NNE n All Procurements of GOB Whether Through Electronic E?Ai’hzrggl’ggﬂ:*haﬁ of the

1 _ Stationary (Total ltem(s) Count: 3) 2% Tender Fee Rs.1000/- and Bid Security 2% A fie ’m;\ "s?::‘d:f':;rpie,: He ‘made this announce-

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public | ||'S.No _ NameofWorkis ElCost GOB. The Executive Engineer irigation D y ites bids || | ment while agdressmg the

Pracurement Rules —2014. Eligibility of Bidders: 3Assignmentsof | | [y congtruction of Girls Middle School Akberkhan 122,188,000 | || from Eligible Bidders for execution of following work for the Year ||| 5 i :e’emo’r;yr

Jinnah  University
Women, Nazimabad,
Chancellor  Vajee Uddin
Ahmed, Vice Chancellor Dr.
Naeem ur Rehman, former Test
cricketer Shoaib Muhammad,
Sports Officer Distact Central
Hajira Nawab, and a large
number of teachers and sfu-
dents were also present on this
oceasion.
Nasir Hussain Shah stated
that Pakistan came into being

Six including
three children
killed in road

mishap
SARGODHA: Six people
including three children

killed in a road mishap here
at Jhang Mankera road on
Monday.

According to Rescue
1122 sources,a car was
heading to Mankera from
Mianwali, where a speeding
car collided with a passen-
ger van near Al Noor filling
station Jhang Mankera road.

Resultantly, car passen-
gers namely as Anum (06)
Nosheen (04) Nehaal (16)
died on the spot. While van
passengers including
Ghulam Nabi  (55) rio
Mankera Nouman Khaleel
(40) /o Mankera and
Ahmed Ali (53) r/o Bhakkar
also died on the spot

Police teams reached the
spot.shified the bodies 1o
hospital for necessary legal
formalities.-APP

PM grieved over
mountaineer
Sadpara's death

ISLAMABAD:  Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday
expressed his deep grief
over the death of moun-
taineer Murad Sadpara.

"The services of late
Murad Sadpara in the field
of mountaineering will be

remembered forever.” the
prime minister said in a
statement,

He prayed to  Allah

Almighty for peace for the
departed soul and strength
for the bereaved family to
bear the loss with fortitude.
Sadpara  was severely
injured when he slipped at
an altitude of around 5,000m
on Sunday while working as
a guide for a climber during
her summit of Broad Peak
However, he succumbed to
his injuries on  Monday
morning, a day after the
Pakistan Army launched an
operation to Tescue him
from the Broad Peak.-APP

through greal sacrifices, and
we should value our freedom.
He emphasized the impaortance
of remembering occupied
Kashmir and the oppressed
Palestinian people on such an
occasion. He added that we all
have to do our part to develop
the country.

On this occasian, Nasir
Hussain Shah announced the
transfer of Jinnah University for
Women fo solar energy on
behalf of the Sindh govern-
ment. The ceremony began
with the recitation of the Holy
Quran. Students presented a
sketch based on the story of
Pakistan, which was well-
received the audience.
Awards were also distributed
among students for their out-
standing performance in vari-
ous filds.

Email: QA4543@bppra.gob.pk

Director BAEC

PRQ No.518/12-08-2024

£5 wwwadprgob.pl. 9@

ipr_gob (g dprgob §

Email: irigationdivisionkharan@gmail.com

Executive Engineer
Maintenance Division-ll
Quetta
e haloch

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PRQ No.523/12-08-2024 IRRIGATION DIVISION KHARAN
o Wi @dpr_gob 51 dprgob § @dgprbalochistan

ALIFICATION NOTICE :@;)&

for Works invites. from eligible Applicants for supply of following items.
TSE-242508517063 Only electronic bid will be suhmlmad No physlnal hld is reqnl!ed No!e InAll

TheP A

NOTICES INVITING TENDER

The undersigned invites sealed percentage tender based on composite schedule of rates 2023 B,
amended up-to-date from the interested contractors / firms for the works listed below; Time Limit: 06
%

& NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Only electronic bid will be submitted, No physical bid is reuumed.
The Executive Engineer Public Health Engineering Division Kachhi
at Dhadar has invited the sealed lender Form (as per Schedule B
and A] on the Composite Schedule of Rates 2018 Government of

Category And Specialized Code is CEO4(iii) (dams only) OR CEO04( i ) { Dams/Waler Retaining
Structures)

9 The bidding firm must not be blacklisted by any procuring agency of Pakistan

10 Bidder must provide Werk Order of 2 No of Flood Diversion, Flood Protection Bund,
Embankment/Dam with Minimum Costof 170.000 Million (Completed)

11 Bidder must provide Work Order of 1 No of Flood Diversion, Flood Protection Bund,
Embankment/Dam with Minimum Cast of 170.000 Million. Similar Nature in Hand

12 GreenChallan

Pre Qualification Documents: The Pre Qualification documents can be obtained from the office of the
under-signed 3,000 PKR In the form of: Green Challan, (The NIP & Pre Qualification Document can also
be downloaded from www.bppra.org.pk) Issuance of Pre Qualification Documents: Fram the date of
publication of NIP to 28 August, 2024 12:00PM  during office hours on working days Last Date of
Application submission: The Pre Qualification mustbe submitted latest by 28 August, 2024 till 11:00
AM at the office of the undersigned. Pre Qualification Opening: All Pre Qualification will be opened on
same day at the office of the under-signed at 12:00 PM Address: Quetta The Pre-Quali

Procurements of GOB Whether Through E or Public

Procurement System of BPPRA GOB. ALLOCATION OF FIJNDS:-THROUGH GRANTINAID FOR THE YEAR 2023.24.

S.No Name of Work/s Tender Fee S.# NAME OF PROPOSED SCHEME TSENo. E/COST
1 IMPROVEMENT OF SARAGHURGAI DAMDISTRICT QUETTA. 3,000 PKR 1. Provision of Solar System for already existed drinking water bare 242508516193 1,250,000
Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public Procurement Rules — 2014, Eligibility of atHashim Goth UCArifiala )

Applicants: 2. Provision of Solar Syslem for already existed drinking water bore 242508516203 1,250,000
S.No Fac(or Description atNadir Khan Goth Langra UC Arifwala

1 2similar from the date of with the regulator (JV) 3. Provision of Solar System for already existed drinking waterbore 242508516213 1,250,000
2 180,000,000 Million PKR (JV) atGoth Jan Muhammad UC Juman Bhit

3 Frgéenué|nArjve Tax Payer List 4. Provision of Solar System for already existed drinking water bare 242508516243 1,250,000
4 Registration with BRA atGoth Syed Abdul Latif Shah UC Juman Bhit

5 PEC/DRAP/PTAslc 5. Provisionof Solar System for already existed drinkingwaterbore 242508516323 1,000,000
&  Capabilities with respectto construction or manufacturing atJamia Masjid Goth Kenwari UC Kenwari . .

7 Capabilities with respectto personal, equipment and plant 6. Provision of Solar System for already existed Community drinking 242508516473 1,250,000
8  Registration with Pakistan Engineering council (PEC) C-3 and above (pto 500 million) In Relevant water Bore at Goth Ghulami Danda

The procurement will strictly be carried out in accordance with Balochistan Public Procurement
Regulatory Autherity (BPPRA) rules,2014. ELIGIBILITY: The Contractor must have valid registration
with Pakistan Engineering Council in relevant category (C-06) and above (Upto 25 million) In Relevant
Category And Specialized Code is EE11 (i) (Solar), EE1 (i) (Solar Energy), EEH (i) (Solar Energy
system). MEOS & ME 06 and 10 years. and 01 year service and registration
wiin tax authorities i.e. (NTN and Sales Tax Depariment) , where applicable. Presence in Active Tax Payer
List The bidding firm must not be blacklisted by any procuring agency of Pakistan Balochistan Revenue
Authority Registration is required The bidder must have completed 5 Assignment of similar nature of work
Tumover of at least 5000000 PKR Amount (in case of Solar provision company) in 5 subsequent previous
years showing financial capacity of the firm_METHOD OF PROCUREMENT: Single stage — One
envelope Bidding procedure. BIDDING | TENDER DOCUMENTS: Issuance Documents will be issued
from the date of publication till submission date and time on of green Challan for

Rs: (1000) Non-refundable - (as bidding documents charges) deposited In the account 4048283872 of
District Council Lasbela NBP Uthal Branch. Submission: Last date of Submission will be 28-08-2024 at
11:00am Opening: The tender document will be opened on 28-08-2024 at 12:00pm (bid wul be opened
within one hour of the deadline for submission of bids), before pi

Documents can be downloaded from E-Submission BPPRA Website (www.bppra.gob.pk). Tender
Documents: The NIT & Bidding Dacument can be obtained electronically from www.bppra.geb.pk Last
Date of bid submission: Bid can only be submitted electronically latest by 28 August, 2024 through
supplier dashboard. Tender opening: All tenders will be opened on same day at 12:00 PM on EPPS
System

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
IRRIGATION DIVISION QUETTA

dpr_gob [ig) dpr.gob [

PRQ No.516/12-08-2024

S

www.dpr.gob.pk. [ gprbalochistan

their authc . Place: of issuance, submission, inquiries and openmgwul\
be - Address: Office of the Chief Officer District Council Lasbela Phone No: 0853-610375
E-mail address: districtcouncillasbela@amail.com Terms and conditions: Under the following
conditions bids will be rejected Conditional, electronics and telegraphic bids / tender. Bids nol
accompanied by bid security / eamest money in shape of call deposit in favor of the undersigned. Bids
received after specified date and time. Black listed contractors / firms.

CHIEF OFFICER,
DISTRICT COUNCIL, LASBELA

ndpr_gob [ dpr.gob [ § Gdgprbalochistan

AB No.168/12-08-2024
¢ www.dpr.gob.pk.

firms/ contractor of following work. .
BID SECURITYI Earnest Money 2% in Shape of Call Deposit at
Schedule Bank, Tender Fee Rs.2000/-

S.NO  NAME OF WORK
1. Construction of 17 X Water Reservoirs for

Drinking Purpase at Bhag (PSDP No. 5848)

TSE-242508517523
The Procurement shall be carried out in accordance with
Balochistan Public Procurement Regulatory Authority rules, 2014,
BASIC ELIGIBITY: The Firms must have valid registration with
Pakistan Engineering Council who also has deposited case for
renewal (2024-25) in relevant Categary, and registration with tax
authorities i.c. (NTN and BRA), including similar nature work
experiences & Bank Statement (Turnover). Firms (Single Entity)
having valid registration with Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC) in
the Categary C-4 or above. Valid Registration with Income Tax with
active tax payer list ( ATL) Valid Registration with Income BRA with
active tax payer list ( ATL) Other Mandatory conditions and Detail
Marking Criteria mentioned in the Bidding Documents, METHOD OF
PROCUREMENT: Single Stage-Two Envelope procedure. Bid
Security: The bids must accompany Bid Security in the form of Bank
Guarantee, Deposit at Call of 2 % specified above in the name of the
under-signed from a scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The NIT
& Bidding Document can be obtained electronically from
wwvibppra.gob.pk. Issuance of tender Documents: Complete
Bidding Decument can be viewed at waw.bppra.gob. pk. The tender
processing fee of Rs. 2,0000- for the above mentioned tender must
be deposited in the government treasury under the head of account
C0-2725 through the Green Challan Form at the National Bank of
Pakistan (NEP). Last Date of bid submission: Bid can only be
submitted electronically latest by 04" September, 2024 il 11:00 AM
through supplier dashboard, Tender opening: All tenders will be
opened on same day at 12:00 PM on EPPS System. Address: office
of the Executive Engineer PHE Division Kachhi at Dhadar. Phone
MNo: 3337868808 Bid Validity Period: Ninaty (90) Days.

EICOST
109,208,000/~

Exacutive Engineer
PRQ No.536/12-08-2024 PHE Division Kachhi at Dhadar |

idpr_gob [ dprgob |
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HIIT may be

more effective

than moderate

exercise after
a stroke

ISLAMABAD: Stroke is a
condition where blood and oxy-
gen are not able to get to the
brain.

Exercise is an important part
of stroke recovery.

Researchers from McMaster
University have found that
repeated one-minute bursts of
high intensity interval training
(HIIT) were more effective in
improving aerobic fimess after
a stroke than traditional, contin-
uous moderate exercise.

Each year, about 15 million
people around the world have a
stroke - a condition where
blood and oxygen is not able to
get to the brain.

While stroke is treatable,
researchers estimate that more
than two-thirdsTrusted Source
of stroke survivors will require
rehabilitation, which depending
on the person's needs can
include speech, occupational,
and physical therapies.

Previous studies show that
exercising after a strokeTrusted
Source offers several health
benefits, including reduced risk
of stroke recurrenceTrusted
Source and improved overall
recovery Trusted Source.

A recent study found that
repeated one-minute bursts of
high-intensity interval training
(HIIT) was more effective in
improving aerobic fitness after
a stroke than traditional, contin-
uous moderate exercise.

Pakistan a
country with
boundless
culture, heritage

By Ali Jabir

ISLAMABAD: The history
of mankind is rich with count-
less occurrences - wars, con-
quests, rise and fall of dynasties
renaissance, revolutions, blood-
shed, religious or social
extremism, attire, food and fes-
tivals evolving specific
lizations.

Each era had its own dynam-
ics, gains and losses, intoler-
ance and rigidity, customs and
traditions as well as religious
practices. People in those eras
used to abide by different,
norms, laws and the religious
practices in vogue then, strictly
gluing to their traditions and
verdicts of tribal rulers, Kings
or sultans

After the long eras of tradi-
tions, religion or creed based
empires like Romans, Greeks,
Babylon's, Ommiad's and
Abbasids caliphates - the emer-
gence of new codes trans-
formed ancient system to plu-
ralist  societies.  Ottoman
Empire could be perhaps the
last broader and diverse men-
tion worthy empire, existing on
basis of religion but housing
people from different commu-
nities, caste and creeds.

With its dismantling during
early 20th century, a wave of
nationalism emerged wherein
people from different religion,
caste, creed and races learnt to
live together in one state. Then,
the binding force among them
was nationalism - over and
above their caste, creed or reli-
gion,

Pakistan is also a unique
country, boasting of its decade
long struggle to get independ-
ence purely on a religious slo-
gan and sustain thereon as a
separate nation with slight tinge
of boundless cultures and her-
itage mingled with the tints of
pluralism.

Here the people of different
caste, creed. customs and lan-
guage live together and for
them being Pakistani is the
foremost recognition and a
binding force as for them moth-
erland comes first. "Every
nation dreams of national
strength and prosperity and for
this, it needs rule of law, social
Jjustice and a peaceful society,”
remarked MNA Dr Ramesh
Kumar Vankwani. "Countries
or nations with discriminatory
policies ultimately lose their
identity as 'United They Stand
and Divided They Fall." Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah
materialized the dream of great,
poet and philosopher Allam Dr
Muhammad Igbal for an inde-
pendent homeland for Muslims
of sub-continent where people
following different caste and
creed could live together with
harmony. "For us Pakistan is
our mainstay. No matter lo
which religion, caste or creed
we belong to. Our foremost
identity and our top priority is,
and must be, Pakistan,"
Vankwani said

Diabetes
related health
complications

ISLAMABAD: There are
about 530 million adults world-
wide living with diabetes.

People with diabetes are at
an increased risk of developing
numerous health complications.

If a person has more than one
diabetes-related health compli-
cation, it is referred to as multi-
ple  long-term  conditions
(MLTCs).

Researchers from Imperial
College London have found
that not only does diabetes
accelerate the onset of MLTCs
by 15-20 years, these MLTCs
result in significantly reduced
life expectancy in people with
diabetes. Researchers estimate
that about 529  million
peopleTrusted Source around
the world are living with dia-
betes, with 90% to 95%Trusted
Source of them having type 2
diabetes. People with diabetes
have a higher risk of develop-
ing  serious
including heart diseaseTrusted
Source, nerve damageTrusted
Source, kidney diseaseTrusted
Source, gum diseaseTrusted
Source, dementiaTrusted
Source, mood disordersTrusted
Source, and eye
problemsTrusted Source.

TCB-1, SSRL receive environment awards

KARACHI: Thar Coal
Block-1  Power Generation
Company Private Limited
(TCB-1) and Sino  Sindh
Resources Private Limited
(SSRL),  subsidiaries  of
Shanghai Electric currently
working on a CPEC priority
project. have been honoured
with Environment Excellence
Awards by the National Forum
of Environment and Health
(NFEH).

Speaking on the occasion,
Mr. Meng Donghai, Chairman
of TCB-1 and SSRL, expressed
his pleasure over the awards
and stressed that the two com-
panies will continue to give
utmost ]Il'lpDﬂﬂ]lCE to environ-
ment protection and stick to the
principle of sustainable devel-
opment

TCB-1 and SSRL, who are
jointly executing the 1320MW
Thar  Block-1  Integrated
Energy Project. were both
given awards at the 2lst
Environment Excellence
Award 2024 by National

Forum of Environment and
Health (NFEH) on August 07,

2024. The Awards ceremony  was
was held alongside a confer-

ence on the nexus of climate
change and food security which

attended by
experts of the field.

"We are delighted to receive
the awards which are a testimo-
ny of our commitment towards
the environment,” commented
Mr. Meng Donghai. "This is the
fourth year in a row that we
have been given these awards,
a fact that gives us great pleas-
ure and satisfaction, | must say
that we will continue to go the
extra mile in our efforts to pro-
tect the environment.”

He stressed that both SSRL
and TCB-1 will keep working
on various projects for the
greater benefit of the communi-
ty and will continue to make
sure that the companies make
lives better for the people of the
area.

He pointed out that the Thar
Block-1 Integrated Energy
Project has provided more than
20,000 direct employment
opportunities for the locals,
with a cumulative tax payment
of US$170 million and CSR
expenditure of over USS$2 mil-
lion, focused on improving the
lives of the local community.

leading

ISAAR Academic Excellence
Award ceremony held

SIALKOT:  The Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) President
attended the ISAAR Academic
Excellence Award 2024 cere-
mony.

The event was organized to
honor and appreciate the top
position holders in class 10
from the Gujranwala Board

The ceremony was attended
by Group Leader Sialkot
Business Community, Riaz-ud-
Din Sheikh (Sitara-e-lmtiaz),
Vice President SCCI Amer
Majeed Sheikh, Vice Chairman
Sialkot International Airport
Limited (SIAL) Faraz Akram
Awan, Chief Executive Officer
(CEQ) Education Sialkot Javed
Igbal Babar, Chairman ISAAR
Welfare Foundation Siddique
Haider,  Guardi  ISAAR
Zulfigar  Mughal, Incharge
Education committee Wasim
Choudhry, Members Education
Committee  Manzoor Elahi
Choudhry, M. Abid Advocate,
Hafiz Naveed, position holders

students, teachers and parents
Addressing to the partici-
pants,  President  Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI),  Abdul
Ghafoor Malik, acknowledged
the hard work and dedication of
the students, encouraging them
to continue striving for excel-
lence in their future academic
endeavors. He said that a child
starts learning ethics from the
mother's lap and a mother is the
first teacher of any child
Without education, society can-
not develop, he added. The
Sialkot chamber started with a
single room and today the best
businessmen of Pakistan are
born here and play their role in
strengthening the economy of
Pakistan. Malik said that
tomorrow some of these stu-
dents will become doctors,
engineers, lawyers, judges,
bureaucrats and businessmen,
50 they should serve the coun-
try honestly and make Pakistan
famous in every field -APP

Dopamine treatment destroys
beta-amyloid plaques in mouse model

ISLAMABAD: One of the hallmarks
of Alzheimer's disease are beta-amyloid

plaques in the brain.

Many recent studies have looked for
ways to treat and remove beta-amyloid

plaques.

Researchers from the RIKEN Center
for Brain Science saythe hormone
dopamine may be used as a treatment

that eventually destroys brain cells.

plaques in  people with

For this study, researchers focused on
stimulating the production of an enzyme
in the body called neprilysinTrusted
Source.
endopeptidase Trusted Source, the scien-
tific term for an enzyme that divides
peptideTrusted Source bonds.

Past studies have also examined the
potential role neprilysin may play in

Over the last few years, researchers
have been focusing on finding ways to
treat beta-amyloid plaques to help slow
Alzheimer's disease progression. For
example. two anti-amyloid medications,
lecanemab and donanemab, are FDA-
approved to help decrease the amount of
early

Neprilysin is an

Neprilysin decreases beta-amyloid
plaques in mice

To conduct this study,
found when they applied dopamine to
brain cells cultured in a dish, neprilysin
levels increased and levels of free-float-
ing beta-amyloid decreased

Next,
researchers used the Designer Receptors

scientists first

using a mouse model,

for Alzheimer’s.

Using a mouse model, researchers
stimulated the production of an enzyme
known to break down beta-amyloid
plaques.

Clumps or plaques of the protein
beta-amyloidTrusted Source in the brain
are a hallmark of a type of dementia
called Alzheimer's disease.

When beta-amyloid plaques form,
they distupt communication between
nerve cells. They can also stimulate the
immune system, causing inflammation

Alzheimer's

Now, researchers from the RIKEN
Center for Brain Science in Japan
believe the hormone dopamineTrusted
Source may be used to treat Alzheimer's
as it stimulates the production of an
enzyme known to break down beta-
amyloid plaques in the brain via a
mouse model.

The study was recently published in
the journal Science Signaling

Role of neprilysin  enzyme in
Alzheimer's

Alzheimer's disease as it has shown to
be effective in  degrading beta-
amyloidTrusted Source in the brain.

A study published in December 2023
reported  that using a neprilysin
inhibitor Trusted Source led to increased
beta-amyloid.

Research published in December
2022 found injecting a form of
neprilysin that can penetrate the blood-
brain barrierTrusted Source showed the
potential to reduceTrusted Source beta-
amyloid plaques in the brain.

Exclusively Activated by Designer
Drugs (DREADD) systemTrusted
Source to insert minute designer recep-
tors into the dopamine-producing neu-
rons in  the ventral tegmental
areaTrusted Source of the brain, which
is known to stimulate dopamine neu-
rons.

Scientists also fed the mice a match-
ing designer drug. This resulted in an
increase in neprilysin production and
decreased levels of fiee-floating beta-
amyloid.-Online

KP govt should
focus on hospitals
instead of false
propaganda: Azma

LAHORE: Provincial
Information Minister and leader
of Muslim League-N-Azma
Bokhari has said on Sunday
that certified thieves, corrupt
and incompetent people will
now give them a lec on cor-
ruption. Azmi Bokhari, while
responding to Barrister Saif's
statement, said that instead of
making  propaganda  about
Lahore’s Mayo Hospital, the
KP government should focus
on the plight of Lady Reading,
Khyber Teaching Hospital, in
the province, where, even free
medicines were stopped. She
said that Marvam Nawaz had
started free medicines i all
government hospitals soon afler
she came to power, adding the
Chief Minister of Punjab has
started a program of revamping

all  go p 5
"Hence. consider before giving
us a lecture on good gover-
nance on the administration of
hospitals and educational insti-
tutions of our province," she
said Azma Bokhari said that
people in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
were being given anti-state nar-
ratives instead of education and

id students of colleges
and universities were being
incited to violence and hatred,
those who incite the young gen-
eration to rebellion are in
Adiala Jail today. This is a
proper lesson for the rest, she
added.

Bokhari said, "Glory be to
Allah, the certified thieves, cor-
rupt and incompetent people
will now lecture us on corrup-
tion, whose hospitals, universi-
ties and colleges in their own
province, are closing down due
to lack of funds. They should
not warry about the hospitals of
Lahore," she criticized.

The minister said that gov-
ernment employees protest and
strike every week due to non-
payment of salaries, and there
were no doctors available in the
government  hospitals  of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

The minister said that the
inmate of Adiala Jail had estab-
lished a team abroad to monitor
the corruption of the KP pov-
ermnent.
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Power play in reserve seats saga

Rumblings within the Supreme Court serve as a reminder of the critical
role played by the judiciary in upholding the constitution and ensuring
justice for all. By enforcing court rulings and fostering transparency and
accountability, the Supreme Court can reaffirm its commitment to uphold-
ing the rule of law and safeguarding the democratic values of the nation.
Recent developments within the Supreme Court have sparked crucial dis-
cussions regarding the significance of implementing court verdicts and
upholding the rule of law in Pakistan. Justice Mansoor Ali Shah's empha-
sis on the mandatory nature of court decisions serves as a reminder of the
pivotal role played by the judiciary in ensuring justice and preserving the
legal framework of the country. Justice Shah's assertion that disregarding
or delaying the implementation of the Supreme Court's verdicts chal-
lenges the very foundation of the legal system carries profound implica-
tions, It underscores the importance of respecting the authority of the
court as the ultimate arbiter of the Constitution. By highlighting that non-
compliance could lead to executive overreach, Justice Shah aptly points
out the potential ramifications of failing to adhere to court orders. The
contempt displayed by the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) in the
matter of reserved seats is a case in point. Its blatant disregard for the
court’s directives, echoing the government's stance, is a direct assault on
the judiciary's authority. The ECP's actions, or rather inactions, not only
undermine the democratic process but also set a dangerous precedent for
other institutions to emulate. It is crucial to acknowledge that the judici-
ary bears some responsibility for the current crisis of confidence. Its past
actions, including the endorsement of military regimes and the removal of
elected prime ministers, have eroded public trust. While these instances
were also subject to judicial processes, the outcomes undoubtedly left a
bitter taste. The lingering absence of a detailed verdict in the reserved
seats case has further fueled speculation and mistrust.

Judiciary cannot be held hostage to its past mistakes. The power to
enforce its judgments is non-negotiable. It is the cornerstone upon which
the entire legal edifice rests. A judiciary without teeth is a hollow institu-
tion, incapable of delivering justice. Justice Shah's assertion that disre-
garding court orders challenges the very framework of the legal system is
undeniably correct. The government's attempts to curtail the judiciary's
powers through legislation and public vilification are a blatant power
grab. Such tactics are reminiscent of authoritarian regimes and are incom-
patible with a democratic order. A strong and independent judiciary is
essential to safeguard the rights of citizens and to prevent the erosion of
democratic institutions. The current standoff between the judiciary and the
executive is a matter of grave concern. It has the potential to destabilize
the country and create a constitutional crisis. Both sides must exercise
restraint and engage in constructive dialogue to find a way forward. The
Supreme Court must move swiftly to announce the detailed verdict in the
reserved seats case. This will not only clarify its position but also provide
an opportunity for the government and other stakeholders to challenge the
decision through legal means. The court must also demonstrate its resolve
to enforce its orders by taking appropriate action against those who defy
its authority.

The government, on the other hand, must respect the judiciary's role as
the guardian of the Constitution. It must refrain from making inflammato-
ry statements and undermining the court's authority. Instead. it should
focus on implementing court orders and working collaboratively with the
judiciary to strengthen the rule of law. The people of Pakistan are watch-
ing this unfolding drama with growing apprehension. They expect their
institutions to function responsibly and in the best interests of the country.
The judiciary, the executive, and the legislature must rise to the occasion
and demonstrate their commitment to upholding the Constitution and the
democratic process. The future of the nation depends on it. The reserved
seals case has become a politically charged issue, underscoring the need
for wisdom and restraint in handling sensitive matters that have far-reach-
ing implications. As the guardian of the Constitution, the Supreme Court
must act with diligence and impartiality to uphold the rule of law and pro-
tect the democratic principles on which the country is founded.

By Dr. Majid Rafizadeh

Risk of all-out war grows as
Iran, Israel cross red lines

Following the direct retaliatory attacks
between Israel and Iran in April, the long-
standing practice of engaging in indirect con-
flict through proxies and shadow wars has
apparently come to an end. This significant
shift toward direct confrontation heightens the
risk of an all-out war. As the frequency of
these direct attacks increases, it underscores
the escalating tensions and the potential for
broader conflict.

Iran has communicated its intent to strike
Israel, according to Isracli Foreign Minister
Israel Katz. This revelation comes amid
intense diplomatic efforts to prevent further
military escalation that could trigger a direct
war between Iran and Israel. Hungarian
Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto conveyed this
message to Katz afler receiving it from Ali
Bagheni, Iran's acting foreign mimister, Katz
emphasized the importance of the internation-
al community holding Iran accountable for
any aggressive actions, The involvement of
Hungary as an intermediary highlights the
broader international implications of this con-
flict. It is important to point out that under-
standing the underlying objectives of both
Isracl and Iran i3 crucial. Some analysts sug-
gest that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu might feel emboldened following
US President Joe Biden's decision not to seek
reelection. Previously, Biden had urged Israeli
leaders to avoid actions that could lead to a
wider regional war For instance, after Iran
launched missile and drone attacks that were
largely intercepted by the US, Biden advised
Netanyahu to consider the situation a victory
and refrain from retaliating, thereby prevent-

ing further escalation. This restraint was seen
as a pragmatic approach to maintaining
regional stability. However, with Biden step-
ping down, Netanyahu may perceive an
opportunity to adopt a more aggressive stance,
believing that the absence of direct US pres-
sure provides a strategic advantage to address
long-standing security concerns with Iran
more forcefully

Some may argue that Netanyahu may be
seeking a direct confrontation with Iran rather
than continuing to engage its proxies, such as
Hezbollah and the Houthis, IF this is the case,
it could potentially draw the US into the con-
flict, despite its reluctance to engage in anoth-
er Middle Eastern war. The dynamics of such
a direct confrontation would significantly
alter the geopolitical landscape, compelling
the US to reassess its strategic priorities and
commitments in the region. This potential
shift from proxy warfare to direct engagement
marks a eritical juncture in Israehi defense pol-
icy as well, and has profound implications for
regional stability and international security.

From the perspective of the Iranian govern-
ment, retaliatory strikes against Israel could
be a means to maintaining its standing after
the killing of a Hamas leader in Tehran. lran
aims to project strength to its conservative
hase and regional allies, asserting its influence
on both the regional and global stages. The
loss of such a high-profile ally within its bor-
ders represents a significant blow to Iran's
prestige. Responding foreefully is seen as a
necessary action to reaffirm its position as a
dominant regional power. and to deter future
acts against its inferests.

By Dr. Dania Koleilat Khatib

'Damned if you do, damned if you
don't' scenario haunts Hezbollah

Since Oct. 7 Hezbollah has lost many
of its operational leaders to Israeli
strikes. One of the most recent targets
was Fouad Shukr, a senior military
leader of the group. He was designated a
terrorist by the US State Department,
which put a $5 million bounty on his
head in 2017, On July 30, Shukr died in
an [sraeli attack in Beirut. The killing of
such a senior commander leaves
Hezbollah's leadership facing a dilemma
over whether to respond or not. In either
case, they will face grave consequences.

Hassan Nasrallah. the group's leader,
said in a televised address last Thursday
that the response will come when it suits
them, and when they find a proper target
opportunity. Social media has been full
of anecdotes mocking the group and
also Iran. Unlike Iran, however,
Hezbollah faces not only external ene-
mies, but also internal threats. The
group cannot afford to show weakness
to its domestic enemies. Thus a response
is all but imperative.

However, in Tehran, the situation
might be looked at differently. Ayman
Safadi, Jordan's foreign minister, has
been shuttling around the region trying
to find a formula for de-escalation.
What is proposed now is that Iran gives
up on its promise to avenge the killing
of Hamas political leader Ismail
Haniveh in return for a ceasefire in
Gaza. On Aug. 8, US President Joe
Biden, Egyptian leader Abdel Fattah El-
Sis1, and Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al-Thani issued a joint state-
ment calling for a truce, and for an end
to the suffering of the people of Gaza
and the families of the hostages.

A Lebanese news website said that
Hezbollah will avenge the killing of its
senior military leader regardless of the
mediators' efforts. Hezbollah needs to
re-establish deterrence, There is nothing
that can stop Israel from continuing its
assassinations in the wake of Oct. 7.
Some of these killings were likely based
on intelligence gathered through its net-
works of informers over the years. No
one knows who they are still after,
Hezbollah's main aim will be to stop the
string of assassinations. Can that be
done without reestablishing deterrence,

and making Israel understand that for
each killing it will pay a heavy price?
However. if Hezbollah does respond,

of Sunnis view it favorably. Those divi-
sions might lead to civil war. Hence,
either choice will leave the group facing

it will also face grave c
The problem with war is that it has
many unknown unknowns. Hezbollah
does not know how Israel will respond
The conflict can quickly cross the estab-
lished rules of engagement. Will Israel
turn Lebanon into Gaza? Will a cease-
fire allow the group a graceful exit?
Possibly, but a truce does not guaranice
that Israel will halt the assassinations,
especially since these have been quite
successful.  Yoav Gallant. Israel's
defense minister. has said previously
that Lebanon is a separate issue from
Gaza. Hence, a ceasefire may not mean
that Israel would leave Hezbollah alone.

The group cannot afford to show
weakness 10 its domestic enemies.

Dr. Dania Koleilat Khatib

Shukr's killing shows one thing clear-
ly: The group has been infiltrated. Who
could have known where the Hezbollah
commander would be staying? The
information must have come from with-
in a close circle. The group is also tech-
nologically inferior to Israel. which is
another sign of weakness. Hezbollah is
supposed to be a resistance to Israel, but
the latter has been able to hunt it down
easily. The group's main objective is to
stop the assassinations. How can they do
that? If they land a painful blow, it
might deter Israel, or encourage it to fur-
ther hit the group and the country.

If Israel devastates [Lebanon,
Hezbollah's enemies will blame it for
pushing Lebanon into a situation the
country cannot handle. Even if
Hezbollah handles the strike militarily,
it will be difficult to handle it politi
ly. In 2006, the majority of Lebanese
stood together at the time of the Israch
attack. Divisions began emerging only
after the strike. This time, if Israel
attacks, the divisions will be deeper and
opposition to the group will be stronger.

There is another issue: the weak sup-
port Hezbollah has internally. A study
by the Washington Institute think tank
showed that while 93 percent of Shiites
have a positive view of the group, only
29 percent of Christians and 34 percent

grave conseq s. If Israel hits
Lebanon heavily, Hezbollah's opponent
will blame the group for the calamity.
This might result in a civil war If
Hezbollah does nothing, its internal ene-
mies will be strengthened and its sup-
porters disappointed. The group is in a
difficult situation. The 2006 war may
have shown Hezbollah's strength, but
the current conflict has revealed its vul-
nerability. That is a bad message to send
to both Isracl and its internal enemics.
What will it do? Will it offer conces-
sions to its opponent internally in order
to create some consensus? Will it offer
concessions on the election of a presi-
dent in return for support for its struggle
with Israel? The group does not trust
anybody, and it will be difficult to sur-
render control without trust in other
Lebanese factions.

The other option is to protect itself
and avoid involving the country ina war
that could involve a third party. In my
last article, | mentioned that Lebanon
should accept Turkish leader Recep
Tayyip Erdogan's offer to intervene.
However, this would mean it would
have to share influence with the Turks
They did accept sharing influence with
the Russians in Syria because the other
option was to lose Syria altogether to the
opposition. With Turkiye, they will
probably have a better deal than with the
Russians. The Russians are not using
their air defense in Syria. Israel goes
wherever it wants, and kills the ITranian
and Hezbollah personnel it wants,
Turkiye could be asked to protect
Lebanese airspace. Whatever decision
Hezbollah favors, it faces a hard choice.
The group will only make concessions
when it realizes the current situation is
unsustainable. Does it understand this?
We still do not know.

-Dr. Dania Koleilat Khatib is a spe-
cialist in US-Arab relations with a
focus on lobbying. She is co-founder
of the Research Center for
Cooperation and Peace Building, a
Lebanese nongovernmental organiza-
tion focused on Track I1.

By Dr Muhammad Khan

77th Independence Day of Pakistan

Pakistani Nation is celebrating its
77th Independence Day on August 14,
2024. Independence has broader mean-
ings which include; the state of being
free/ freedom from any foreign occupa-
tion or slavery or else achievement of
right of self-determination. It is in fact
value which grants sovereignty to our
nation and gives us the freedom to live
"according to our culture, customs. and
collective wisdom. The Independence
Day reminds us that, it is a blessing of
Allah Almighty and every Pakistani
must respect it. Independence Day also
reminds us that, Pakistan is passing
through a challenging time from four
perspectives; a) a continued political
instability and uncertainty, b) the never-
ending economic crises and horrendous
compulsions of IMF.¢) the resurgence of
militancy and terrorism in the country
and d) social unrest among masses, a
product of above three factors with evi-
dent fault lines

The forefathers of Pakistani nation
paid a huge price and gave unprecedent-
ed saerifices for a separate home land
for the Muslims of South Asia in the
form of Pakistan. Sequel to War of
Indian Independence-1857, the Muslim
population of India was alienated by
Colonial British rulers and the Hindu
majority. This deep sense of alienation,
discrimination and humiliation com-
pelled the Muslims to think for their
separate identity and ultimately a home-
land of their own.

The Urdu-Hindi controversy-1867
was the first major event, which forced
Muslim leaders like Sir Syed Ahmed
Khan, a great advocate of Hindu-
Muslim unity to take a different stance
and different course of action. Hindus of
Banaras demanded replacement of Urdu
with Hindi and its Persian script with
that of Devnagri script. Despite his
efforts for reconciliation with Hindu
leadership, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan had to
say. "When even the language of a
nation is not safe at the hands of other
nations in a region, it would be unwise
to continue living with them."

In the later years, Muslims had to face
apathy and discrimination even from the
platform of 'Indian National Congress'
established 1o take care of political
rights of native Indians. Hindu leader-
ship totally dominated this so-called lib-
eral platform and used it for their politi-
cal and socio-economic  gains.

Establishment of All India Muslim
League in 1906, the fourteen points of
Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah-
1929 and Allahabad Address of Allama
Dr Muhammad Igbal-1930, gave further
impetus for the establishment of a sepa-
rate Muslim identity and a separate
homeland for the Muslim of India

Pakistan Resolution (Lahore resolu-
tion-1940) was a decisive moment and a
milestone which paved the way for a
Muslim homeland and in later years,
Pakistan became the destination of
Indian Muslims, living all over subcon-
tinent. Seven vyears from Lahore
Resolution, on August 14, 1947,
Pakistan became a reality. This indeed
was the consequence of hectic efforts of
our forefathers and painful history of
discrimination from Hindu and colonial
rulers.

Today, after 77 years of independ-
ence, Pakistan is facing a number of
challenges.

These challenges being faced by the
state and society of Pakistan are even
more crucial, uncertain, hostile and dan-
gerous then our forefathers faced during
the crucial Pakistan movement. Today,
the anti-Pakistan forces are more in
numbers and lethal in effect They have
both covert and overt presence inside
and outside Pakistan, These challenges
are both internal and external having
intimate connections and linkages with
enemies of Pakistan,

The elements of extremism, radical-
ization and terrorism are only their tan-
gible forms. The old rivals of Pakistan
are now regrouping in a number of new
forms and formats. The strategies, these
forces are adopting are very treacherous,
aiming to destroy the very basis of the
state and society of Pakistan.

These forces want to defeat and
destroy the social filament and the ide-
ology of Pakistani nation. The social
structure and ideological bondage of
Pakistani society is being shattered
through the promotion of ethnicity, sec-
tarianism and radicalization

The past two decades have witness
these tendencies in a more recurrent and
rambling way. These factors have dam-
aged the traditional coherence and har-

proliferate into the roots of the peaceful
Pakistani sociely to create a fissure and
exploit those subsequently, the political
leadership, the religious scholars and
intellectual and academics are found
wanting in playing their desired role of
maintaining the harmony and coherence
in the society. They could not develop a
counter narralive against the quite visi-
ble strategies of the anti-state forces.

Through a number of military opera-
tions, the armed forces of Pakistan have
destroyed the organized basis of mili-
tants; however, with the return of
Interim  Taliban ~ Government  in
Afghanistan in 2021, TTP has started re-
grouping inside and outside Pakistan
Under the patronage of Afghan Taliban
Government, TTP has carried out hun-
dreds of terrorist attacks on Pakistani
military posts along Pak-Afghan border
and even inside in major cities and rural
areas.

The security forces. especially Pak
Army deserve a special appreciation for
these achievements. Since Pak Army
and other security forces have played
their part, there is a need that, political
forces, the religio-political groups, the
religious scholars, the academia and
Pakistani society must play their role in
the consolidation of the gains, armed
forces have attained through combating
militancy and destroying their organized
bases.

On the eve of 77th Independence Day,
let's promise that, we will serve our
beloved country Pakistan by all means
Let's bridge all the internal fault-lines;
ethnicity, factionalism, provincialism
and sectarianism by becoming Pakistani
nationals, Let's utilize all our energies
for the promotion of unity, development
of our nation through educational excel-
lence, social cohesion and harmony,
development of youth, economic well-
being of the country and above all
through technological advancement in
line with modern nations of the world,
Besides, let's defeat all the conspiracies
being hatched against the state, society
and ideology of Pakistan

- The writer is Professor of Politics
and IR at International Islamic
University, Islamabad.

mony, the Pakistani[Tyjselaimer: The views expressed in this
op-ed are that of the author and do not
the rival forces could|Te€flect the editorial policy of Daily
solely and gradually Balochistan Express.

society enjoyed for
centuries. Whereas,
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By Zarrar Khuhro

The best-laid plans

ECENTLY,
RB enjamin
Netanyahu entered

the US Congress like a con-
quering hero, garnering over
50 standing ovations in a 60-
minute speech from fawning
Congressmen and women
clapping for their AIPAC
dollars like trained circus
seals. While several
Congress people boycotted
the proceedings and Rashida
Tlaib staged a lonely, one-
woman protest in the hall,
the overwhelming impres-
sion  was that this is
America’s genocide as much
as Israel’s. In Pakistani
parlance, they are absolutely
on the same page.

Around the same time, half
a world away, Hamas and
Fatah bitter rivals at the
best of times — met in Beijing
to sign a national unity agree-
ment under the auspices of the
Chinese government. Hamas,
Fatah and 12 other Palestinian
groups agreed to lay the
groundwork for an “interim
national reconciliation govern-
ment” that would govem post-
war Gaza

While this does not mean
that the problems between
Hamas and the Fatah-
Palestinian Authority (PA) —
widely viewed by Hamas and
its allies as Israel’s accom-
plices — have ended. it does
put a crimp in one of the pro-
posed US-Israeli plans for a
post-war Gaza,

Although Netanyahu claims
that he wants all of Gaza under
direct Israeli control, while
holding out the option of a
“deradicalised”  Palestinian
gm‘emmenlal presence, there
have been several other pro-
posals that offer insight into
what America and Israel envis-
age happening.

For example. anonymous
Israeli officials have let it be
known that they were “open in
principle to Palestinians secur-

ment tallies with US dis-
cussing ways to ‘revitalise’
and reform the PA with an aim
of having it at least participate
in the governing of a post-
Hamas Gaza. This proposal
was formally rejected by
Hamas and also lsrael, but
Isracli media reported that
Netanyahu “unofficially”
expressed interest in the plan,
though that could have been
just to string the US along. The
Beijing agreement now makes
that an impossibility; even
before that, the PA had begun
to realise that obeisance to Tel
Aviv will not stop the killings
of Palestinians in the West
Bank nor the illegal seizure of
their land, all of which has
increased manifold since Oct

Support for Hamas in PA-
controlled West Bank  has
increased.

In addition to this, support
for Hamas in the PA-con-
trolled  West Bank has
increased manifold, with 82
per cent Palestinians polled
there expressing understand-
ing for why Hamas launched
the attacks and 88pc calling
for PA President Mahmoud
Abbas to resign. All this means
that the PA is in no physical or
political shape to take over
Gaza, even if it wanted to.

Before this, another option
considered by Israel had come
to a premature close. This was
to hand over control of Gaza to
local clans, who would ‘gov-
emn’ the area while also keep-
ing what was left of Hamas
suppressed with Israeli aid,
and acting as intermediaries
for Tel Aviv. Gaza is home to
many clans and large family
groups of varying influence
and power, And while most
tend to be law-abiding and
benign, some, like the infa-
mous Doghmush clan, formed
gangs that engages in murder,
kidnapping and racketeering,
especially in the chaos preced-

Realising that credi
would come from establishing
control, Hamas  quickly
cracked down on such groups
and publicly executed those
accused of criminal activities.
attacks on Hamas leaders and
collaboration with Israel. In
2017, one such condemned
man,  Hisham  al-Aloul,
accused Israeli intelligence of
betraying him before he was
executed

With Hamas under fire and
Gaza being decimated, some
in Israel decided to give this
plan another go earlier this
year by once again looking to
members of the Doghmush
clan as accomplices. Once
again, we saw an embattled
Hamas take swift action by
execuling a maj-or clan leader
of the tribe in Mar-ch this year.
This was followed by a joint
statement from the heads of
Palestinian tribes. clans and
families rejecting any notion
of being used as a poverning
political body.

Soon after, Basem Naim, a
top member of Hamas® politi-
cal bureau in Gaza. announced
that all Palestinian tribes “have
rejected this *Zionist offer’ and
know that these offers and
plans are malicious and aim at
dividing the Palestinians™,

Words were followed by
action and we saw Fatah,
along with numerous clans,
civil society groups and fac-
tions, stepping in to help pro-
vide security for the aid con-
voys that Israel had relentless-
Iy targeted with the excuse that
these transported Hamas mem-
bers. This leaves the fantasy of
a ‘multinational” or
“Arab/Muslim-led”  security
force that would magically
appear and take over control of
whatever is left of Gaza. But
given that the only country to
even reportedly express inter-
est in this is the UAE. an Arab
ally of Israel. this option can
be viewed as dead on the

ing arcas of the Gaza Strip
cleared of Hamas™. This state-

ing and immediately after the
Hamas takeover,

ground, much like the children
of Palestine,

By Neda Mulji

Skills and success

Pr i Training i a
wonderful summer fiesta for schoolchildren,
with a wide range of skill-based workshops,
seminars, lectures and activities. This Kind
of immersive experience with creative writ-
ing, financial literacy, digital technology and
so forth, is the urgent need for students who
haven't got much exposure to global skills.

Sadly, these children will go back to teacher-
led classrooms and traditional teaching after
the summer break. Many precious steps for-
ward, but some unfortunate leaps backwards
too. It may be time to revisit what they are
learning in classrooms and whether the curricu-
lum and teaching methods support the skill
development we must envision for a progres-
sive, holistic application of knowledge.

Skill development starts in early years with
knowledge of the world around us, roles and
responsibilities, creative and critical thought,
and strong foundations in numeracy and litera-
cy. If we begin to benchmark the skills taught
in our classrooms to global standards, we may
hope to target the aims of the SDGs for educa-
tion.

How far have our ways of teaching and
learning evolved?

This includes reflective teaching practices
that only equip teachers with books, and
accompanying pedagogy focusing on real-life
skills. We also need to integrate technological
experiences for our early vears™ students.
Digital reading programmes, for example, are
more efficient at teaching pronunciation,
decoding and comprehension. Such pro-
grammes lead children through evidence-based
reading strategies that start with prompts and
clues to help the child think creatively, absorb
the text, and develop the ability to give person-
al responses using their critical thinking capa-
bility.

Such programmes are not as competitive as
anoisy classroom environment that has over 50
students and one teacher. In fact, technology
affords the time and patience for students to
learn at their own pace, and matches their com-
prehension abil ‘he programmes are user-
friendly, structured to lead students through
reading levels, and monitor their progress with
timely reports showing reading hours, books
covered and scores achieved on comprehen-
sion quizzes.

Literacy in the early years is not only about
being able to read. but also acquiring the abili-
ty to express opinions, draw conclusions and
gradually using language independently. A
strong early years literacy programme will give
students many opportunities to play with
words, come up with unique perspectives, and
delve into the possibilities of structuring sen-
tences in multiple ways. Sadly, students are
maostly preoceupied with the need to produce
the “right” answers, and in that vein, we end up
encouraging mimicry where the teacher
becomes the crutch that students come to
depend on. A strong math curriculum would
enable students to learn in different ways. If
one strategy isn’t working, a teacher’s chal-

OME weeks ago, the Federal
SDil‘ﬂ'toralE of FEducation and

lenge is to be able to offer different ways to
help the student navigate concepts. Rather than
‘learning” numeracy concepts, they can be
taught to use manipulatives to visualise,
analyse and draw conclusions. Simple and easy
ways to support children in accessing learning
outcomes can lead to massive benefits as they
progress through school levels. And the better
their grip on leaming, the faster they will
develop confidence in their ability to excel in
academics. Often, in our society, we equate
confidence with being able to speak in public;
we couldn’t be further from the truth.
Confidence stems from one’s belief in their
ability to learn, understand and apply what they
know. The application of skills is the yardstick
of confidence that we should be focusing on.
especially in the early years. Instead, much of
our focus remains on memorisation and repro-
duction in assessments and tests. Even the
melodious tune used to learn the tables hasn’t
changed in more than a century.

It’s time to look closely at what we are pro-
ducing and how far we’ve changed our teach-
ing and learning methods to evolve with the
times. Teachers are no longer the only source
of information, and students will inevitably
turn to digital resources; but are we equipping
them to understand, navigate and use the digi-
tal resources to their advantage and in respon-
sible ways?

When children sing Twinkle Twinkle Little
Star, do we ask them if they know what a star
is made of? Do we ask them how far the stars
might be from us? Do we ask enough questions
to pique their curiosity about the world and
their place in it? Do we give them the confi-
dence in their own ability to find answers?

It’s not always what we teach, but how we
teach it that determines the trajectory of suc-
cess for our students.

This emboldened Netanyvahu to up his deadly
game and order the two assassinations on his
return, even if they were planned before. He also
took advantage of a lame-duck Biden administra-
tion, which urged a ceasefire but did little to pres-
sure Israel. Instead, the deployment of additional
US warships and fighter aircraft to the Middle
East on the heels of the Killings indicated the
‘cover” Washington sought to provide Israel and
‘legitimise” rather than censure Israel’s brazen
violations of international law. Ostensibly aimed
at mitigating the risk of a broader conflict, it only
exacerbated tensions in the Middle East, These
developments have driven the region to the brink
of a wider conflagration. with Iran under mount-
ing pressure to retaliate for Haniyeh's assassina-
tion and violation of its territorial integrity and
sovereignty. Its leaders have vowed to avenge the
killing, with Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei warning of a harsh, punishing
response. Iran’s newly elected President Masoud
Pezeshkian has made it clear that Tehran does not
wish to broaden the war and contribute to a big-
ger crisis, but Israel “will definitely receive a
response  for its crimes and insolence”.
Meanwhile. Hassan Nasrallah. head of
Hezbollah, declared that its conflict with Isracl
had entered a new phase and wamned of a major
retaliation in response to the assassination

Suicide of a
robot?

THE recent abrupt mal-
function of Robot Supervisor,
a civil servant robot in Gumi
city of South Korea, has
sparked headlines screaming
of ‘robot suicide’. This rather
sensationalised narrative has
completely overshadowed the
crucial lessons emb- edded in
the incident

The present-day modern
robots lack the emotional
capacity for suicide.
Therefore, it is likely to be a
technical glitch, a navigation-
al error, sensor failure, or pro-
gramming bug. This incident
serves as a stark reminder of
the potential vulnerabilities
within artificial intell- igence
(Al systems and the need to
take proactive action.

South Korea boasts the
highest robot density globally.
Some people also form emo-
tional  bonds  with  these
machines. The “suicide’ narra-
tve also feeds on this emo-
tional connection, highlight-
ing a growing public appre-
hension. This incident, even if
a malfunction, erodes trust in
robots and raises concerns
about their safety, Can we, in
owr good conscience, infegrate
robots further into our lives if
they are susceptible to such
malfunctions? Transparency
in Al development and clear
ation about robot
capabilities are paramount to
rebuilding trust.

Furthermore, as robots
become more sophisticated.
the line between machine and
intelligence will undoubtedly
blur further. We must priori-
tise safety and embed ethical
considerations  within Al
development. As such, robots
should operate within clear
boundaries, prior- itising
human  wellbeing.  They
should augment, not replace,
human jobs.

The Gumi incident will
undoubtedly have repercus-
sions for the global robot
industry.  Investors may
become hesitant, and stricter
regulations may be imposed
However, by taking proactive
action as well as addressing
the existing ethical challenges
of Al head-on, we can shape a
future where present-day
robots coexist with humans in
trust and harmony

Majid Burfa
Karachi

Power Sector
Board of
Directors’ Failure

to Perform

In 2002, the power wing
was separated from WAPDA,
and 10 independent distribu-
tion compa-mes, 4 gEl]lelﬂll
companies, and 1 transmis-
sion company were cre-ated
under the Ministry of Power
Division with the aim of
improv-ing the administrative
and finan-cial health of the
power sector and steering it
out of crises. These compa-
nies were registered un-der
the Companies Ordinance of
1984, and their Boards of
Direc-tors were established to
manage the affairs of these
companies and make prompt
decisions. Unfortu-nately, the
BODs of all companies were
formed based on political con-
siderations and the influence
of a powerful mafia composed
of political workers with no
exper-tise in the power sector,
corporate governance,
finance, HRM, or pro-cu
ment management. This is in
aross violation of SECP and
public sector company rules.
which em-phasise that BOD
members should be selected
through a competitive
process. As a result, these
BODs have failed to perform
and have instead contributed
to the fur-ther deterioration of
the financial health of these
companies, caus-ing signifi-
cant losses to the exche-quer
with impunity.

Recently, the federal gov-
ern-ment dissolved all BODs
of pow-er companies except
Hesco (Hyd) and Sepco
(Sukkur), which are the most
loss-making companies, due
to political pressure. The
ser-vice delivery of these two
DIS-COs is alarming and
deplorable, with more than 12
hours of an-nounced and
forced load shed-ding. Their
T&D losses are around 50
percent, and there is rampant
corruption, malpractice, and
inef-ficiency, yet the BODs
remain in-tact. In PPMC
Islamabad, the con-trolling
body of power companies,
retired employees at the age of
65 years are working.

ADYV, TARIQ MAJEED,
Sindh

LETTER TO EDITOR

Injustice, CSS and
the lust for power

THERE have been some
suggestions in recent times
that the Federal Public
Service Commission (FPSC)
should bring reforms and
disallow doctors from

appearing in  Central
Superior  Services (CSS)
examination, We would do
well to explore why medical
doctors prefer a CSS career
instead of practising in a
field where they have been
trained for years to become
professionals.

Indeed, there may be sev-
eral reasons for doctors to
think of joining the CSS
ranks, but two are obvious.
First is the lack of career
counselling at an early age,
and the second is the lust for
power. It is common to see
majority of students being
clueless about their field of
study in high school. In
essence. they are seen strug-
gling even while decid
which group — pre-engi-
neering,  pre-medical  or
humanities — they should
opt for after matriculation.

As a result of lack of guid-

Dirty

WHILE I know that the peo-
ple are already suffering from
several aillments owing to poor
air quality and contaminated
waler, my recent visit to a so-
called ‘water park’ ended in
even more apprehensions
about health safety.

When 1 entered the water
park, it was extremely over-
crowded. There was literally
no place to sit, and all the
pools were full of people. By
around 11.30am, I noticed the
water colour had changed, and
it had become extremely dirty.

Although we were a group
of 10 people and had spent
Rs10.,000 for using the facility,

ance, they are forced to
choose the category their
parents select for them,
which eventually leads them
to study the field they actual-
Iy have no interest in. This is
a huge blunder and is bound
to have negative effect on
one’s life. When students are
forced to study in such cir-
cumstances, they unwillingly
meet the field’s require-
ments, but they eventually
end up changing their prof-
ession. Therefore, we get to
see a number of medical doc-
tors continuously applying
for CSS jobs.

The second factor, a criti-
cal one, is the lust for power.
In a society where there is no
justice and rule of law, only
those with power and influ-
ence can survive and live a
better life

Let me quote my own
example as a person craving
for “power’. I am serving as
a teacher in the Sindh
Education Department in
BPS-14. | have been apply-
ing for some time for even
BPS-9 posts in law-enforce-

ment agencies. Though I
know, T would go down the
ladder, 1 am willing to go
through this transition, for |
need power as well as influ-
ence in society which | can
only dream of while serving
in the Education Dep- art-
ment. Even if | get elevated
to BPS-18 as a teacher, I will
have no “influence’. We may
not like it, but these are the
hard facts of life in an unjust
society.

Rather than ask the
FPSC to bar medical profes-
sionals from appearing in
CSS examinations, the gov-
ernment needs to appoint
trained as well as skilled
career counsellors at every
high school across the coun-
try to guide the students
about fields that are best suit-
ed to their aptitude

Further, as long as we
have ‘selective’ justice in
society, the lust for power
will keep luring the masses
Can we change our social
realities? I have my doubts,

Rawal Jamal
Jacobabad

water parks

we decided to leave it within
an hour of our entry. When we
approached the staff to request
a refund. they made excuses
and sent us from one person to
another.

Moreover, every staff mem-
ber we came across, from the
clerk to the public relations
ofﬁcer. was uncuupemn\'e and
rude.

We were told that they
would not refund the money.
Unfortunately, this attitude
also revealed poor customer
service at these “water parks’,

The government  should
ensure that such water parks
allow entry to people in limit-

ed numbers,

These operators are just too
greedy, interested only in
minting money and not both-
ered in the least about people’s
health, and the service quality
at their outlets.

In fact, the dirty water poses
a great risk to the people. Who
will be responsible for infec-
tions transmitted due to unly-
gienic conditions at these
facilities, even after charging
people heavily? The licences
of such water parks should be
cancelled if they fail to provide
Hdequme Services.

Zaid Pirzado
Karachi

School billboards

AS we traverse crowded
avenues, it is hard to miss the
towering signboards of private
schools plastered with images
of beaming high-scorers.
Celebrating academic achieve-
ment is laudable, but this trend
raises a critical question: are
we deve- loping a generation
truly obsessed with competi-
ion even if it is at the cost of
missing out on a chance to be
well-formed. innovative indi-
viduals?

Unfortunately, these bill-
boards create immense pres-
sure on young minds. From a
tender age, children internalise
the message that success
means topping the class, lead-
ing to a cutthroat environment
where ‘by any means neces-
sary’ becomes the motto.

This mindset both suffo-
cales creativity and the pursuit
of genuine knowledge, and
leads to anxiety as well as
unhealthy competition.

Moreover, these displays
send a dish- eartening message

to students who struggle aca-
demically. Instead of feeling
motivated, these students may
experience feelings of inade-
quacy and low self-worth, The
emphasis on grades as the sole
measure of success overlooks
the diverse talents and
strengths that every child pos-
SE88€8,

This cultivates a culture of
achievement anxiety and low
self-esteem. hindering overall
student wellbeing.

Furthermore, despite the
high academic scores, Pakistan
continues to lag in inno- vation
and eritical thinking

The overe- mphasis of our
education system on rote
learning and exam preparation
strangles creativity and prob-
lem-solving skills.

The real fault is not that of
the students, but of the system
that prioritises grades over
learning and creativity.

As a society, we must recon-
sider what we value in educa-
tion. Schools should celebrate

not just academic achieve-
ments, but also the diverse
skills and talents of their stu-
dents. By doing so, we can
nurture a generation that val-
ues collaboration over compe-
tition, creativity over conform-
ity, and ethics over expedien-
cy.

Why not replace score-
boards with displays that
showease innovation, leader-
ship and artistic expression?

Now. it is time to create a
learning  environment  that
empowers students to discover
their unique talents and pas-
S10ms.

Similarly, we should move
beyond the so-called pressure
cooker of competition, as well
as cultivate a generation of
well-rounded individuals
excelling  aca-  demically,
thinking creatively, and shap-
ing a brighter future for our
students.

Muhammad Shahjahan
Memon
Islamabad

Holding Licences Without
Proper Driving Training

While driving on the road,
any miscalculation can lead to
severe consequences, In this
ev-er-changing and fast-paced
world, many drivers are not
properly trained: they are
more like shep-herds than
professional drivers. They
operate  at  the level of
con-ductors, but the most
alarming fact is that they are
driving heavy ve-hicles such
as  buses, trucks. and
Zamyads, During their learn-
ing period, they are often
taught by un-trained individu-
als.

I encountered a young driv-
er to-day who was driving a
Suzuki vehi-cle carrying
empty drums. He reck-lessly
veered onto the sidewalk
without even checking the
traf-fic on the national high-
way. On the Hub route, he
almost hit me and then sped
off even faster. When I waved
him down and asked about his
driving licence, he claimed to
have one. | was shocked and

let him go, but he didn’t even
attempt to park the car proper-
ly. A mo-torway rule states,
“A trained and careful driver
has four eves: two rearview
mirrors and two of his own.”
This driver didn’t even seem
to have one. Sadly, this is an
every-day occurrence. This
highlights the growing num-
ber of accidents on the
Balochistan N-25 (Karachi to
Quetta) and N-10 (Karachi to
Gwa-dar) highways, which
are increas-ing day by day.
Reports indicate that these
untrained drivers are a major
cause of fatal accidents and
deaths on the national high-
ways. | earnestly appeal to the
Na-tional Transport Research
Cen-tre (NTRC) and the
National High-ways and
Motorways Police to ensure
that drivers are thoroughly
trained and educated about
traffic rules before being
granted a driv-ing licence in
Pakistan. This is the only way
to improve road safety and

reduce accidents. The people
of Balochistan will undoubt-
edly appreciate such measures
if they are implemented
across Pakistan, especially in
Balochistan
It is time our major political
par-ties realised the need to let
fresh blood take charge.
While it is nat-ural for fathers
to overlook the shortcomings
of their children, the people
whose votes they seek are
repulsed by such a mindset,
The use of violence increas-
es when the human mind
becomes enslaved to extrem-
ist cults. The basic ob-jective
of improving the lives of ordi-
nary people by investing in
education and health becomes
a secondary prionty. In-toler-
ance in any society is like can-
cer. It destroys the morals and
ethics of a society and creates
deep divisions and polarisa-
tion, which can lead to chaos.
MUHAMMAD
HUSSAIN,
Awaran
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Arshad Nadeem
hails nation's
support after Paris
Olympics triumph

MIAN CHANNLU: National
hero Arshad Nadeem, who
brought glory to Pakistan with
his javelin throw at the Paris
Olympics. expressed immense
joy and gratitude for the
nation’s support.

In an interview with Dunya
News, Nadeem stated that he
was unable to sleep after the
immense love and support by
the Pakistanis towards him
after winning the gold medal,

He said that the gold medal
was his primary goal, and he
was blessed with great success.

He noted that the nation's
reception exceeded his expecta-
tions,

Nadeem also mentioned his
last surgery in February 2024
and his previous struggles with
injuries.

He credited his coaches for
their relentless support and
encouragement, affirming his
commitment 1o winning more
medals for Pakistan,

Discussing his relationship
with Indian javelin thrower
Neeraj Chopra, Nadeem
emphasised that athletes com-
pete for their respective coun-
tries but maintain friendships
beyond the field. He expressed
hope that his friendship with
Chopra would live on.

Nadeem added that, despite
participating in various events
and achieving successes, it was
the job provided by WAPDA
that helped him and other
national heroes

He remains focused on striv-
ing for more victories for
Pakistan in the future,

Arshad Nadeem has made
history by winning Pakistan's
first gold medal in the men's
javelin throw event at the
Olympics in 40 years.

He was the first athlete from
Pakistan to win an individual
gold medal in Olympic history.

AR

US cyelist Valente wins second straight women's Olympic omnium gold

Hat-trick Harrie becomes most
successful Dutch summer Olympian

PARIS: Emotional sprint
sensation Harrie Lavreysen
became the Netherlands' most
successful summer Olympian
Sunday with a third Pans
cycling gold in the men's
keirin, boosting his career haul
to five,

On a thrilling final day at the
Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines
velodrome, newly-minted New
Zealand star Ellesse Andrews
powered to the women's sprint
title to add to her keirin gold.

And  American  Jennifer
Valente successfully defended
her omnium crown to culmi-
nate a week that saw Britain's
waning  track  dominance
diminish even further.

Britain had bossed the medal
table at every Games since
Beijing in 2008, but there was a
narrowing of the gap in Tokyo
three years ago.

With the retirement of leg-
ends Laura and Jason Kenny it
has closed even further.

While they topped the over-
all Paris medal table with eight,

Britain managed just a single
gold, as the Dutch won three
and New Zealand and the
United States earned two each

Lavreysen, who also defend-
ed his sprint and team sprint
titles. is now his country's most
successful summer Olympic
athlete ever, surpassing former
swimmer Inge de Bruijn and
three others who have four
gold.

"Mt's incredible, this was my
biggest dream to go for gold
three times," he said after beat-
ing Australian pair Matthew
Richardson and Matthew
Glaetzer. "I felt really strong
the full week. This morning, |
thought, "It is possible’, but 1
needed to ride the perfect final,
and [ was really close to perfect
until the end.” "I was emotion-
al on the podium. 1 felt tingling
everywhere, and 1 had 1o sit
down for a moment," he added.

Invented in Japan in 1948,
the keirin involves riders lurk-
ing behind a motorised pace-
maker before exploding in a

Paris's Closing
Ceremony pits Old
World splendour
against Hollywood
spectacle

PARIS: Paris passed the
Olympic torch to Los Angeles
in a cryptic and sometimes
chaotic Closing Ceremony in
the Stade de France Sunday
night, with hundreds of athletes
unexpectedly mobbing  the
stage during a performance by
French indie  rock band
Phoenix. American action star
Tom Cruise rappelled in from
the top of the stadium to set the
flag off on its journey to Los
Angeles, making it clear that
the 2028 Games will be leaning
heavily into Hollywood glam-
our,

Seen under the last rays of
the summer sun, the stage set
up for the Closing Ceremony of
the Paris Olympics in the Stade
de France looked like nothing
so much as some fragile thing
that had fallen from a great
height, its raw edges spilling
across the stadium grounds
seemingly at random

It was only when darkness
fell across the arena and the
stage's shattered lines lit up
with a cold white light that its
shape became clear: the thou-
sands of spectators filling the
stands were staring at a map of
the world, alive in the flicker-
ing light, shining through a ris-
ing mist.

In the upper reaches of the
arena, a golden orb began to
unfurl. Slowly, a shimmering
figure descended to earth, more
msect than angel, alien in its
antiquity. As its armoured feet
touched the stage, masked grey
creatures began to crawl across
the arena, taking their positions
beside five vast metal wheels
Iving abandoned across the
carth

At the golden figure's silent
urging, they set to work, haul-
ing the preat wheels from the
four comers of the world to
raise them into the sky above
the stadium as the five Olympic
rings. This, perhaps, was the
message underlying the elabo-
rate splendour of the Paris 2024
Closing Ceremony: a gesture of
acknowledgment, of gratitude,
to the tens of thousands of peo-
ple who have laboured unseen
to create the grand spectacles of
the past two weeks. The organ-
isers of the Paris Olympics
wanted a Games that the world
had never seen before, and by
all accounts they've succeeded.
From the delirious Opening
Ceremony on the banks of the
River Seine to the venues built
in a matter of months all over
Paris to allow the world's ath-
letes to compete in the heart of
the city, the Games' organisers
have gone all out to put the
French capital on full display.

Alcaraz sets sights on
year-end number one spot

After capturing back-to-
back Grand Slam ftitles and a
silver medal at the Paris
Olympics, world number three
Carlos Alcaraz said one of his
key goals for the rest of the
season is to finish as the top-
ranked player in the world

The 21-year-old French
Open and Wimbledon champi-
on, who lost a thrilling
Olympic final to Novak
Djokovie, returns to action at
this week's Cincinnati Open,
where he can gain ground on
the Serb and ltalian Jannik
Sinner.

Alcaraz is 450 points behind
world number one Sinner in
the ATP live race to the season
finale in Turin, the separate
vear-to-date  standings  that
serve as a measuring stick for
the year-end number one bat-
tle.

"Obviously being number
one is a goal every time that
I'm (behind) and the race is an
important ranking for me. At
the end of the year if you end
the race number one, in the

rankings it's quite similar, so
you're going to end number
one," Alcaraz s

"So I'm really focused on
that. I'm focused on going to
every tournament, thinking
about playmg great tenmis,
doing a pood result just to get
better in the race. This year,
ending the year as number one
is one of my main goals right
now."

Last year's Cincinnati run-
ner-up, Alcaraz will begin his
campaign against Gael Monfils
or Alexei Popyrin as he retuns
to hardcourt tennis for the first
time since reaching the Miami
quarter-finals in March

The Cincinnati Open is an
important tune-up event for the
Aug. 26-Sept. 8 U.S. Open.
excited to play here
again, Obviously great memo-
ries from last year, reaching the
final, losing a really tight and
epic match (to Djokovic),"
Alcaraz said.

Djokovic withdrew from
Cincinnati after his Olympic
triumph.

summer Olvmpian

Hat-trick Harrie becomes most successfil Duich

sprint to the line over the last
three laps.

Glaetzer was the first to
make the move  with
Richardson  following.  but
Lavreysen's stunning burst of
speed in the final lap saw him
home.

MASSIVE WEEK

Andrews was similarly dom-
inant, blasting to the sprint title
after her keirin exploits.

The 21-year-old outgunned
German world record holder
Lea Friedrich 2-0 in the best-
of-three  series  for New
Zealand's maiden sprint pold.

British  world  champion
Emma Finucane beat the
Netherlands' Hetty van de
Wouw for bronze.

"l feel like I'm living in a
dream,” said Andrews.

"It's been a massive week,
and I'm just so proud of how
I've managed to carry myselfto
the end of the competition,

"She’s an amazing rider, all
the girls are,” she added of
Friedrich.

US cyclist
Valente wins
second straight
women's Olympic
omnium gold

PARIS: American defend-
ing champion Jennifer Valente
overpowered the field to
defend her women's omnium
title in the final velodrome
race of the Paris Olympics on
Sunday.

Valente finished 13 points
ahead of Poland's Daria
Pikulik, with New Zealand's
Ally Wollaston taking bronze,
six points further back

The omnium is one of track
cyeling's most unpredictable
events, featuring four separate
races -- the scratch, tempo.
elimination and points -- with
riders collecting points in
each.

Valente timed the opening
30-lap scratch race to perfec-
tion, pulling clear on the final
stretch to take the maximum
40 points ahead of Canada's
Maggie Coles-Lyster.

Irish rider Lara Gillespie
seized the iitiative in the
hing first.

But Valente kept her overall
lead, eight pomts clear of
Australia’s Georgia Baker and
18 ahead of Coles-Lyster,

The 29-vear-old then won
an energy-sapping elimmation
race, with Baker second and
Coles-Lyster third to take a
10-point advantage into the
final 80-lap race where she
made no mistakes.

Valente upset then-world
champion Yumi Kajihara of
lapan to become the first
American woman to win an
Olympic track cycling gold
medal at Tokyo three years
ago,

Serbia make it three water
polo Olympic crowns in a row

PARIS: Serbia won their
third straight Olympic gold in
men's water polo with a 13-11
victory over Croatia at La
Defense Arena on Sunday.

The Serbs were beaten three
times during the group stage of
the competition but came alive
in the knockout stage beating
Greece and the USA before an
impressive display in the gold
medal game

Uros Stevanovic's side were
8-5 up at half-time and never
looked in danger of letting their
lead slip against the 2012 gold
medallists.,

"We had our ups and downs.
But we are famous for this, we
are very hard to beat in the
elimination phase. Everybody,
I think, underestimated us a lit-
tle bit because of the results in

the group. It happens.” said
defender Dusan Mandic, who
played in all three gold medal
winning teams,

"We were prepared for when
it was the most important. |
think only those of us that were
here, the players and the coach-
es, believed in this. That the
gold would happen,” he said,

"It's incredible. This is the
power of unity. This is the team
spirit. This is defence, defence,
defence until the end. sacrific-
ing for each other.” he said.

Despite the history between
the two nations, who fought a
war which ended in 1995, there
was ne hint of tension inside
the 15.000 capacity arena.

The players congratulated
each other at the end of the
game with handshakes and

hugs before the Serbian team
pushed their coaching staff into
the pool.

Croatian  goalkeeper Toni
Popadic said there was no feel-
ing other than disappointment
in their performance.

"It's about the loss, the game
is the game, it's not about the
traditional (rivals) or anything
else. We were close to the goal
but we didn't make it, that's it,"
he said

Serbia's Nemanja Vico. who
narrowly missed out on making
the squad for the Tokyo
Games, was delighted to have
finally got his hands on gold.

"We went through it all in
this tournament, from right
down to up, 1 really can't
believe that the dream has
come true," he said,

Athletics has moved on
from Bolt, Coe says

PARIS: Track and field chief
Sebastian Coe has hailed the
emergence of an "extraordi-
nary" group of athletes at the
Paris Olympics who have gone
some way 1o filling the void left
by Jamaican legend Usain Bolt.

Bolt was a transformational
figure in athletics, winning
eight Olympic and nme world
gold medals as he dominated
the sprints during his stellar
career.

Talk since his retirement
after the 2017 world champi-
onships in London has always
been about who might step into
his shoes as the leading pin-up
for the sport.

But Coe insisted the narra-
tive wasn't just about one ath-
lete alone to fill the void.

"We are no longer a sport
about one person,” he told
reporters in Paris on Sunday, all
the while praising Bolt.

"That one person
Herculean, that one person
transformed the popularity of
our sport for a very clear period
of time, and he consistently did
that."

Coe likened Bolt's legacy to
that of Muhammad Ali in box-
ing

was

"You don't replace
Muhammad Ali, you don't
replace Usain Bolt. But 1 did
say, 'Mark my words, other ath-
letes will come through'

"I cannot remember a gener-
ation of more talented athletes

"The way they've come
through has been extraordinary.
We've now got a greater band-
width of talent across a broader
range of disciplines than we've
ever had in the sport.”

'"WOBBLING GLOBE'

More than one million tickets
were sold for the Olympic ath-
letics programme at the Stade
de France that saw athletes
from 75 different countries bag
top-eight finishes.

Swedish  pole  vaulter
Armand Duplantis, American
400m hurdler Sydney

MecLaughlin-Levrone and the
US mixed 4x400m relay team
all set world records.

There were also 13 new
Olympie records and the World
Athletics seating area for guests
featured a daily selection of
celebrities keen to watch the
action.

"l did slightly feel the globe
wobbling the other night when T
had Snoop Dogg one side of me

Alcaraz sets sights on year-end number one spot

USA fend off France for
eighth successive women's
Olympic basketball gold

PARIS: The United States
held off France 67-66 to win an
unprecedented eighth succes-
sive women's Olympic basket-
ball gold on Sunday and extend
their run of victories at the
tournament to 61 games.

A'ja Wilson scored a game-
high 21 points for the
Americans who won the title
for the 10th time overall, sur-
viving a buzzer-beating shot
from France's Gabby Williams.

The hosts needed a three to
force overtime in Paris but
Williams' foot was on the
three-point line as she let go of
the ball, so her shot counted for
just two points in a dramatic
finale

"I wish I could put it into
words. I don't think I'll remem-
ber that second half for the
next couple of weeks. It's all a
blur right now," said Wilson,
who also registered 13
rebounds and four blocks.

"We were just resi
what we needed to do."

Kelsey Plum and Kahleah
Capper both scored 12 points
off the beneh for the US,

Williams, who led France
with 19, admitted she knew her
last-gasp shot wasn'l going 10
be enough.

"I knew straight away it was
two points but | was going
quickly. It was hard to stop.”
she said. The referees briefly
conferred before confirming
the game was over. "l was
behind her, so 1 saw it was a
two," said Copper. "No stress
for me -- I don't know about
the people on the bench!" An
eighth straight triumph gave
the US women the record for
most consecutive gold medals
in any team sport at the
Olympics, breaking a tie with
the US men, who won seven

basketball titles in a row from
1936 to 1968.

"An absolutely incredible
basketball game. Two teams
that left it all out there," said
US coach Cheryl Reeve.

"I knew it would be hard,
anything easy isn't worth hav-
ing. Coming home with gold, I
can't think of anything that
would be greater in life than
what we just did together.”

For the 42-year-old Diana
Taurasi it was a record sixth
Olympic gold, moving her one
ahead of Sue Bird,

The US women got support
from LeBron James, who sat
courtside wearing his gold
medal and was joined by team-
mates Bam Adebayo and
Derrick White, after they won
the men's gold by beating
France 98-87 in Saturday's
final.

FRANTIC FINISH

A low-scoring first quarter
saw a cold-shooting France
muster just nine points, but the
US only fared marginally bet-
ter and led by six after 10 min-
utes,

Nevada-born Williams, who
qualifies to play for France
through her mother, trimmed
the gap to a point with a three
early in the second period
before a basket from Valeriane
Avayi tied the game at 20-20.

Marine Fauthoux drained a
three from near midcourt with
the shot clock expiring to send
the Bercy Arena crowd wild,
but Napheesa Collier's putback
ensured the teams headed into
the break level at 25-25.

France strung together a 10-
point run to start the third peri-
od before the US hit back to
lead 45-43 going into the final
quarter, with Plum connecting
on a pair of threes.

and Simone Biles the other side
and trying to explain the finer
points of the 1500m," Coe said.

"And I'm still smiling at the
response from Simone. who
looked up the track and said, 'l
have no idea people ran that
quickly’.

"I said, 'How do you think we
feel when we're sitting at the
side of the gymnastics auditori-
um? How on earth do you do
what you do?"

Coe said the "sport became
cool”

"It's the first time my kids
have actually thought anything
I've done on the planet has been
cool."

Coe also underlined the
reach of track and field, dub-
bing it the "definitive definition
of a global sport”, with one eye
already on the Los Angeles
Games in 2028,

"We had our 105th country in
the history of the Olympic
Movement winning a medal in
Paris and that has been sensa-
tional," he said

Saint Lucia’s Julien Alfred
(women's 100m), Pakistan's
Arshad Nadeem (men's javelin)
and Dominica’s Thea LaFond
(women's triple jump) all won
their countries’ first gold
medals.

"Tell me any other sport on
the opening day of a competi-
tion is celebrating a medal for
Ecuador, so that for me tells me
the sport is moving i the right
direction,” Coe said.

Melbourne
Stars beat
Pakistan
Shaheens
in Top End
T20 series

DARWIN: Pakistan
Shaheens fell 47 runs short
against Melbourne Stars in their
second match of the Top End
T20 series on Sunday at the

Gardens Ovwal in  Darwin,
Australia,
Tayyab Tahir’s unbeaten

half-century (57 not out, 43b,
6x4s, 1<6) went in vain as
Shaheens finished with 128-9
in 20 overs in pursuit of the
176-run target. Opening batter
Sahibzada Farhan scored 26 off
13 balls clubbing two fours and
two sixes.

Following Haseebullah’s (11,
20b. 1+6) departure in the sev-
enth over with the scorecard
reading 44-2, the Shaheens bat-
ting line-up collapsed as they
lost seven wickets for just 47
runs, Tayvab and Arif Yagoob
added an undefeated 37-run
partnership for the last wicket.

Earlier, Melbourne Stars,
afer opting to bat first, got off
to a strong start as the opening
pair of Liam Blackford and
Ashley Chandrasinghe stitched
a 91-run partnership off 74
balls. Blackford hit seven fours
for his 43-ball 55 while his
partner. Chandrasinghe, con-
tributed 47 off 42 balls which
involved four boundaries and
WO sixes.

Leg-spinner  Anf Yaqoob
drew the first blood for
Shaheens as he dismissed
Blackford. Three overs later,
Dylan Brasher (10, 9b, 1x4)
was sent packing by Jahandad
Khan, bringing an end to a 27-
run second wicket partnership.

Sam Elliot (17 not out, 8b)
and Arjun Nair (36 not out, 15b,
3x4s, 3x6s) added a quick-fire
55-run partnership off just 23
balls for the fifth wicket that
lifted the Stars to 175-4 in the
allotted 20 overs.

For  Shaheens, Jahandad
bagged two wickets while Anf
dismissed one batter.

Pakistan Shaheens will play
their next match against
Tasmania at the DXC Arena,
Darwin on 13 August

Serbia make it three water polo Olympic crowns in a row
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Pakistan restarts tractor
export to Africa: Tanveer

LAHORE: Federal
Minister for Industry and
Production Rana Tanveer
Hussain cut the ribbon at a
ceremony arranged on the
occasion of restart of the
tractors export to Africa
here at Millat Tractor
Company on Monday.

The company's Chief
Executive Raheel Asghar
and other top management
of the company as well as
the foreign guests were also
present

Addressing the ceremo-
ny, the Federal Minister
said, "The process of
exporting Pakistani tractors
to different African coun-
tries has started again. |
hope it will revive the sink-
ing tractor manufacturing
industry.” He said that the
decision to export tractors
to African countries would
expedite the process of the

tractor manufacturing
industry and also ensure
speedy agricultural devel-
opment, thus setting the
country's  economy  on
strong footing.

Rana Tanveer Hussain
said that everyone knows
that the biggest challenge
facing Pakistan is the econ-
omy, however, the coun-
try's economy will recover
soon only through agricul-
tural development. The
present  government has
managed to save the coun-
try from default and ‘our
goal is to revive the econo-
my,' he said, citing that
from 2013 w0 2017
Pakistan had been develop-
ing fast and afterwards,
every sector had started
declming due to the imcom-

petent  government  that
took over in 2018,
The Federal Minister

mentioned that though the
present  government has
taken difficult decisions,
these would prove benefi-
cial for the nation and the
country, and everything
be fine in a year
“Agriculture will play an
important role in the recov-
ery of the economy and the
gmemmenl has given
many incentives to the
stakeholders of the agricul-
ture  sector, while the
exports of rice and sesame
have doubled. We have to
find new markets because
Pakistan's agricultural
products are in  high
demand at global level." he
maintained.

He said that there will be
further improvements in
tractor manufacturing and
export of tractors to Africa
will prove to be an impor-
tant step, asserting that 90

will

DC Panjgur martyred, MC
m]ured in Mastung attack

o) e

his body, including his
chest and stomach, which
caused internal bleeding
and led to his death.
Chairman Abdul Malik
Baloch. the younger brother
of the National Party
Balochistan's  President
Rehmat Baloch, also sus-
tained multiple  bullet
wounds and was shifted to
Quetta for treatment,
Security officials report-
ed that a group of at least 15
armed men had blocked the
highway in the Khadkocha
area of Mastung and were
checking passing vehicles.
The armed men signaled for
the Deputy Commissioner's
vehicle to stop, but when it
did not. they opened fire
Security forces have
launched a search operation
in the area to locate the
assailants, No group has
claimed responsibility for
the attack and the killing of
the Deputy Commissioner

CM response
recorded on
PB-10
rigging case

Continued from page 1
hearing, petitioner

Guharam Bugti spoke to the
media, saying they seek jus-
tice from the court. He
requested biometric verifi-
cation, asserting that the
truth would be clear after the
biometric process. If justice
is not served. they will file
an appeal in the Supreme
Court.

50 far.

Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
strongly condemned the
attack on the Deputy
Commissioner of Panjgur
and expressed deep sorrow
over his martyrdom. The
Prime Minister also wished
for the swift recovery of the
injured and directed the rel-
evant authorities to provide
them with the best medical
care. He emphasized the
need to identify and bring
the perpetrators to justice
promptly.

The Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, also expressed pro-
found sorrow over the death
of Deputy Commissioner
Zakir Baloch and the
injuries sustained by others
in the attack. "Zakir Baloch
was a talented officer who
performed his duties excel-
lent said the Chief
Minister. He declared that

the terrorists responsible
for the incident would not
be forgiven

The National Party's cen-
tral president, Dr. Abdul
Malik Baloch, and the cen-
tral Secretary General,
Senator  Jan  Muhammad
Buledi, expressed deep sor-
row over the martyrdom of
Deputy Comimissioner
Zakir Baloch in the
Mastung attack and prayed
for him. They deseribed the
attack as an attempt to
incite conflict and civil war
in Balochistan. They noted
that Zakir Baloch was a
courageous and significant
contributor 1o Balochistan
at a young age. His martyr-
dom, they said, represents a
profound loss. They also
expressed their sorrow over
the injuries sustained by the
National Party's Panjgur
District Chairman, Abdul
Malik Baloch, in the inci-
dent.

Governor pushes for governance
reform & Electric Cars

"0l 0} i

outages and especially
overbilling. He instructed
that office procedures be
improved, appropriate
behavior be maintained
with all customers, and
solid practical measures be
taken to provide electricity
with full voltage without
causing inconvenience to
conswmers.

The of
Balochistan also met with a
delegation from the Chimese
Group of Companies. He
said that we will soon bid
farewell to petrol and diesel
vehicles and that the intro-

duction of electric cars by
Chinese companies in
Balochistan is expected to
have a revolutionary impact
on the p nce's economy.
He expressed confidence
that this shift would help
climinate pollution-causing
petrol and expensive diesel
vehicles. The Governor
emphasized that it is encour-
aging that the Chinese Group
of Companies plans to manu-
facture electric  cars in
Quetta, which would create
valuable job opportunities
and promote sustainable
transport solutions, con-
tributing to economic sta-
bility.

Federal Minister Interior Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with JUP
Secretary General Owais Noorani.

)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Deputy Director, Agriculture (On Farm Water Management) Dera Bugti, invites
Tender/Bid for execution of various development schemes under the following project of PSDP 2024-25
under CSR-2023 from interested contractors/firm with the Bid Security @ 2% of estimated costioffered
rate in shape of Call Deposit (Refundable). The non-refundable Tender Form Fee Rs.1500/-to be
deposited in any National Bank of Pakistan Branch situated in Balochistan Province through Green
Bank Challanin a head of account (C03136) (verified by the District Accounts Officer).

TSE No. 242508517463

Bid Security 2%

aled

percent local parts are
being installed in the trac-
tors as 400 companies are
manufacturing tractor parts,
and these companies should
cluster here to manufacture
parts. He disclosed that
export of cars is also going
to start and at first, cars will
be exported to Bangladesh.
On this occasion, Raheel
Asghar said that they want
to export 10 percent of trac-
tor production, adding that
Pakistan has two major
tractor manufacturing
plants which use more than
90 percent locally manufac-
tured components. He
added that sellers are not
able to deliver tractors due
1o tax refund stoppage,
asserting that tractor manu-
facturing industry is suffer-
ing due to non-refund of
sales tax by FBR (Federal
Board of Revenue) should
solve problems of the trac-
tor manufacturing industry
on priority basis. The gov-
ermnment should also take
more effective steps to
solve the tractor industry's
problems, he added.-APP

Hostile forces are
creating rift between
state and people: CM

Continied from page 1

by elders to jom Pakistan
and affirmed his resolve to
make sacrifices for the
integrity of the homeland

At the end of the event,
the Chief ster distrib-
uted shields to the winners
of the rifle shooting champi-
onship.

Educate daughters to
enlighten a genera-
tion, says Mahrang

Continied from page 1

and that the Baloch nation
should resist for their rights
beyond tribal disputes and
conflicts.

Federal Minister Finance Muhnmmad Aurangzeb presiding over a meet-
ing of Cabinet Committee on State-Owned Enterprises in Islamabad.

Punjab cabinet to approve LG
law draft soon: Zeeshan Rafiq

LAHORE:  Provincial
Local Government Minister
Zeeshan Rafiq has said that
the legislative process is
underway to conduct local
bodies elections in Punjab.
There is ambiguity in the
law made by the former
government,

He was addressing a
round table conference on
the topic of local democrat-
ic governments. Civil soci-
ety representatives, senior
journalists and others also
participated in the confer-
ence

Minister Zeeshan Rafiq
said that the Local
Government  Act 2019
called for the abolition of
the Union Council, the
basic unit of local bodies,
He regretted that elected
local bodies were not
allowed to flourish in the
past decades, but Muslim
League-N has a track
record of conducting local
bodies elections during its
tenure.

Zeeshan Rafiq reminded
that Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif strengthened the
local bodies during his
prime ministership, but the
government that came after
him sent the local bodies of
the Muslim League-N gov-
ernment home. He said that
under the supervision of
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, the prepara-
tion for holding local body
elections in Punjab is pro-
ceeding ahead. "Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif has set up a high-

PM pledges to transform
Pak into developed nation

Continued from page 1

Jammu  and  Kashmir,
Gilgit-Baltistan, and remote
arecas  of  Balochistan.
Additionally, each province
has its separate programs to
support students, he added.

Additionally, the prime
minister announced that he
will personally fund the
education of 1,000 agricul-
tural graduates in China,
aiming to equip them with
maodern technology to boost
agri production. Huawei
has also committed to send-
ing 200,000 youth for IT
training and advanced edu-
cation, he said adding that
he will unveil a comprehen-
sive development plan for
the country on August 14

The prime minister stated
that nothing was impossible
in this world and empha-
sized the need to progress
by learning from past mis-
takes. He assured that the
country's hockey will be
revived. Praising javelin

thrower Arshad Nadeem, he
noted that Nadeem had won
a gold medal for the country
after a drought of over 40
vears.

At the beginning of the
event, the prime minister
officially launched several
key initiatives, including
the Commonwealth Youth
Alliance  Secretariat in
Islamabad, the Digital
Learning Portal. the PM
Green Youth Movement,
and the Al for Youth
Programme, which offers
Intel-certified  skills 1o
people. Other initia-
cluded Smart Youth,
Smart Pakistan, and the dis-
tribution of one million
tablets and mobile phones
to high-achieving interme-
diate students. He also
announced the registration
of the National Volunteer
Corps.

Later, the Prime Minister
presented awards to suc-
cessful young entrepre-
neurs -APP
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TENDER ICE

TSE-: Only
physical bid is required. Note:

rates 2018 on Percentage Rales

ronic bid will be

Whether Through Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is
Mandatory For All Bidders to Get Registered At Electronic
Public Procurement System of BPPRA GOB. The Imigation
Depariment invites bids from Eligible Bidders for execution of
following works for the Year 2024 based on Composite schedule

Tender Fee Rs.1500/- and Bid Security 3%

No

In All Procurements of GOB

S.No _Name of Workis

1 CONSTRUCTIONOF GUIDE EMBANKMENT
PROTECTION BANDATALMADANAREA
MACH DISTRICT KACCHI PSDP# 3335 (2024-25)

ElCost
151,000,000

E]

Name of Work/sTotal

EfCost

1 Driling & Development Of Bore, Inst: of Solar System UNDER THE
PROJECT PSDP 2024-25 S.NO. 69 (72024 0008]

46.508 Million

form of Call Deposit or Bank
undersigned from a scheduled

Management, Dera Bugti

PRQ No.517/12-08-2024

r www.dpr.gob.pk.

Procurements shall be made under BPP Rules 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in Active Tax
Payer List The bidding firm must not be blacklisted by any procuring agency of Pakistan Balochistan
Revenue Authority Registration is required The bidder must have completed 3 Assignment of similar
nalure of work Turn-over of at least 32,000,000 PKR Amount in3 subsequent previous years showing
financial capacity of the firm Registration with Pakistan Engineering council (PEC) C-5 and above (Upto
65 million}In Relevant Category And Specialized Code is CEO4(v) (Irrigation Only), CEQS(ii) (Water
Supply), CE10(i) (General Civil Engineering Works) , EE11(i) (Solar). Income Tax Registraticn certificate
is required The bidding firm must submit Income Tax Return of Taxation Year 2023 The Bidding Firm must
submit Audit Report / Audit Balance Sheet of FY 2020-21, 2021-22 & 2022-23 The bidding Firm must
submit Company's latest Bank Account Statement or Bank Credit Line Certificate. The bidding firm must
submit Income Tax Return of last 05 Taxation Year The bidding firm must submit the Tender Fee in the
Head of Account C03136 on Green Challan duly verified by District Treasury. Method of Procurement:
Single Stage-Two Envelope Procedure. Bid Security: The Im!s must aor.ompany Bid Security (2%) inthe

Adhesive Stamps as per policy.

(Bank's certil is

k. Tender Documents: The bidding documents can be downloaded

from BPPRA website. Bid Validity Period: 60 days Issuance of tender Documents: From the date of
publication, during office hours of any working day. Last Date of bid submission: The Tenders should be
submitted on 28 August, 2024 1 12:00 PM Sharp atthe office of the undersigned. Tender opening: The
Technical Proposals will be opened on same day at the office of the under-signed at 01:00 PM. Stamp
Duty: The successful bidder must submit the Stamp Duty in shape of Judicial Stamp Paper or Special
Address: Office the Deputy Director Agriculture On Farm Water
(0332-4858080

ContactNo.

Deputy Director
Agriculture On Farm Water Management Dera Bugti
% @dpr_gob [ dprgob [§

y) in the name of the

pdgpr.balochistan

& Bidding Document can be

Bidding Document can be viewed

Email: sikandarnotani@gmail.com

PRQ No.519/12-08-2024

Ly wwwadprgobph. [ @dpr_gob (o dpe @dgpr

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules — 2014, Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in
Active Tax Payer List The bidding firm must not be blacklisted by any
procuring agency of Pakistan Balochistan Revenue Authority
Registration is required The bidder must have completed 1
Assignment of similar nature of work Turn over of at least
100,000,000 PKR Amount in3 subsequent previous years showing
financial capacity of the firm The Bidder has to Submit a bid Security
@ 3% of Estimated Cost The bidder has to submit a tender Fee
amounting to Rs, 1500/- PEC Category Code is C-4 and above (Upto
200 millien) and Specialized Code is Ce04 , Procedure Of
Procurement: Single Stage Two Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid
Security: The bids must accompany Bid Security in the form of Bank
Gurantee,Deposit at Call of 3 % specified above in the name of the
under-signed from a scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The NIT

www.bppra.gob.pk Issuance of tender Documents: Complete

of bid submission: Bid can only be submitted electronically latest
by 30 August, 2024 fill 10:00 AM through supplier dashboard
Tender opening: All tenders will be opened an same day at 11:00
AM on EPPS System Address:
Division Dhadar Phone no: 0832415200

obtained electronically from

at www.bppra.gob.pk Last Date

Executive Engineer Irigation

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
IRRIGATION DIVISION KECHI

(@ dpegob [ @dgprbalochistan

level committee within a
month of assuming power,
which has studied various
systems and sent the recom-
mendations of the new bill
to the cabinet.", he said.
The Mimster expressed
the hope that the provincial
cabinet will soon approve
the draft law after which the
matter will go to the Punjab
Assembly. He termed the
Local Government Act of
the previous government as
unworkable, adding that the
division between cities and
villages was abolished in
this law, which created
complexity in the system.
"It is clear that cities have
their own problems and
rural populations have their

own issues’, he added.

The Provincial Minister
further told that Town
Committee and  Tehsil
Council are being added in
the new local bodies sys-
tem.

completed all this
within a few months. In this
regard, financial aspects are
also taken into considera-
tion”, he said

The Minister agreed that
the task of repairing and
rehabilitation of the streets
should be the responsibility
of the local representatives.
"We want the new system
10 have no loopholes so that
it will continue in the future
00", said Minister Rafig.-
APP

Dutch envoy calls on Asif, express
willingness for promote bilateral ties

ISLAMABAD:
Ambassador  of  the
Kingdom of Netherlands.
Henny Fokel De Vries
called on Minister for
Defence, Defence
Produc and  Aviation

Khawaja Muhammad Asif
here Monday and expressed
her willingness to promote
constructive bilateral ties in
various sectors.

The Federal Minister
emphasized that Pakistan
attaches great importance to
its relations with Republic
of Netherlands and wants to
further enhance defence
collaboration, a  news

release said.

Latest security situation
along Pak-Afghan border
and Pakistan's commitment
to peace and stability in the
region came under discus-
sion.

Iran's trade
with Africa
reaches $1.3b

ZANIAN: The president
of the Iran-Africa Joint
Chamber of Commerce has
called for strategic planning
to enhance Iran's trade rela-
tions with the continent,
which currently stand at
approximately $1.3 billion.

The current trade volume,
Masoud Berahman told a
conference in the city of
Zanjan on Sunday. is signif-
icantly lower than the
potential trade opportunities
between Tran and Afii

Africa boasts a staggering
$1.5  trillion in trade
turnover, which is split quite
evenly between imports and
exports, Berahman said at
the conference featuring
trade  opportunities  in
Africa

He pointed to the conti-
nent's rich natural resources,
environmental assets, and
agricultural potential, which
remain largely untapped by
Iranian traders

He stressed that Iran must
work to carve out a larger
share in the African mar-
ket.-APP

Aurangzeb chaired
CCoSOLEs meeting

ISLAMABAD: Minister
for Finance & Revenue
Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb  on Monday
presided over a meeting of
the Cabinet Committee on
State-Owned  Enterprises
(CCoSOESs)

The meeting was attended
ster for Housing &
Mian Riaz Hussain

He also impressed upon | Pirzada, for
Pakistan's commitment to | Marit Qaiser
eradication of terrorism in | Ahmed Sheikh, Minister for

all its forms and manifesta-
tions. Both sides reviewed
the entire spectrum of bilat-
eral relations and explored
various possibilities of fur-
ther strengthening political,
economic ties with focus on
global and regicnal issues.-
APP

Power Sardar Awais Ahmad
Khan Leghari, Minister for
Law & Justice Azam Nazeer
Tarar, Deputy Chairman
Planning Comr .
Governor SBP. Chairman
SECP, and other senior offi-
cers from the relevant min-
istries and divisions. -APP

ﬂ NOTICES INVITING TENDER
=

The undersigned invites sealed percentage tender based on composite schedule of rates 2023 of GOB,

amended up-to-date from the interested contractors / fims for the works listed below; Time Limit: 06

Month E Money: 2% (Each Scheme)

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS:- THROUGH GRANT IN AID FOR THE YEAR 2023-24.

S# NAME OF PROPOSED SCHEME TSE No. EICOST

1. Construction of UC office (2 Rooms1.UC office & 1.Registration Cell) 242508515633 2,500,000
atUC office UC Ismailani

2. Construction of Community Hall Room at Goth Gaddor UC Sireshpat 242508515673 2,500,000

3. Repairof Eid Gah atLakhra 242508515693 2,000,000

4. Construction of6.No. Waler Storage Tanks for water supply 242508515743 1,500,000
purposes at six villages of UC Kenwari

5. Construction of UC office (2 Rooms, 1.UC office & 242508515763 2,000,000
1.Registration Cell) at UC Kanraj

6. Construction of Culvert over Nala at Goth Sumyani 242508515783 1,000,000
KhaskhaliOba UC Lakhra

7. Construction of 4 No. Washrooms & 70 Feet Wall at Mata Mandir Lyari 242508515793 2,500,000

8. Const:of Sewing Centre at Muhammad Yasir Naya Abadi Kanraj 242508515803 1,500,000

9. Repair, Renovation & SolanzanonorD\stndCcuncH office 242508515823 3,500,000

10. Repair,R & offi 242508515883 3,020,000
Chief Officer, District Council

1. Construction of UC office buildng UC Hara Saithar Lakhra 242508516163 2,500,000

12. Construction of Community Hall at Goth Moasani UC Baghiari 242508516173 2,500,000

13. Construction of Solar based bore for drinking water supply 242508516253 2,500,000
purpose at Hajl Bakhsha UC Jafarwala

14. Construction of Community Hall's room at Umar Goth UC Wayaro 242508516263 1,500,000

15. Construction of 6.No. Water Storage/Supply Tanks atvarious 242508516273 2,500,000
places of UC Sukkan.

16. Construction of Retaining Wall at Ahora UC Ahora Patching 242508516233 2,500,000

17. Construction of Solar based bore for drinking water purpose at 242508516303 1,500,000
Razzoo Goth Chamasra UC Pawan

18. Construction of Water Supply Tank with 200ft pipeline at Juma 242508516313 1,000,000
Yaroo Goth Watta UC Pawan

19. Construction of Protection Band at Mouza Phor-2 UC Liyari 242508516353 2,500,000

20. Construction of Solar based bore for drinking water purpose at 242508516363 2,500,000
Goth Muzmal Shaikh Piprani

21. Const: of Community Hall at Goth Marhoom Sadiq Shaikh Piprani 242508516383 2,000,000

22. Const: of Retaining Wall at Goth Muhammad Saleh Dan UCKathor 242508516413 1,000,000

23. Construction of Solar based bore for drinking water puropose at Goth 242508516423 1,000,000
Abdul Sattar Fehi Mouza Wasra Landi UC Pawan

24. Construction of Community Hall at Addo Goth Layari 242508516433 2,500,000

25. Const: of Bore for drinking water purpose at PirGothforUCLayari 242508516443 2,500,000

26, Construction of Community Hall at Masjid Goth Mouza 242508516453 2,500,000
OrakiU.C. Sheh Lakhra

27. Construction of Solar base Bore for drinking waterpurpose at Goth 242508516463 1,250,000
Rahim Bakhsh UC Danda

28. Construction of Solar based Bore with water storage Tank at 242508516493 2,000,000
Graveyard Jiand Peer UC Wayaro At Goth Banbari UC Wayaro

29. Construction of Solar based Bore for drinking waler purpose at Gado 242508516503 1,250,000
PatUC Onara

30. Construction of Solar based Bore for drinking waler purpose at 242508516513 1,250,000
Goth Sinyan UC Onara

31. Constof Mori at Goth Abdul Hameed UC Onara 242508516533 1,000,000

32. Construction of 2. No. Waler Tanks with Pipeline connection from 242508516553 2,000,000
existing Water Supply Pipeline al Sheh Lakhra

33, Excavation & Cleaning Of Rakh At Dhora Oba Lakhara 242508516563 1,500,000

34. Construction of Calverts (Mori) for flood water passage at Loranki 242508516573 1,500,000
Dhora GGHS Kumacha & at Dhora Wachar Sardar Rafig

35. Construction Boring Javid Gul Khiyrka Jumanbit & 242508516583 1,500,000
Mori Zamindar Sanallah

36. Constof Solar based bore for drinking water supply purpose at 242508516603 2,500,000
Juma Khan Son of Ibrahim Goth UC Kathore

37. Construction of Solar base Bore for drinking water purpose at 242508516623 1,000,000
Mousa Goth Banbari UC Wayara

The procurement will striclly be carried out in accordance with Balochistan Public Procurement

Regulatory Autharity (BPPRA) rules, 2014, ELIGIBILITY: The Contractor must have valid registration

with Pakistan Engineering Council in relevant category (C-06) above and registration with tax authorities

i.e. (NTN and Sales Tax Department) , where applicable. Presence in Active Tax Payer List The bidding

firm must not be blacklisted by any procuring agency of Pakistan Balochistan Revenue Authority

Registration is required The bidder must have completed 5 Assignment of similar nature of work Turnover

of at least 5000000 PKR Amount in 5 subsequent previous years showing financial capacity of the firm

METHOD OF PROCUREMENT: Single slage - One envelope Bidding procedure. BIDDING / TENDER

DOCUMENTS: Issuance: Documents will be issued from the date of publication till submission date and

time on preduction of green Challan form amounting Rs: {1000) Non-refundable — (as bidding documents

charges) deposited in the account 4048283872 of District Council Lasbela NBP Uthal Branch.

Submission: Lastdate of Submission will be 28-08-2024 at 11: Onam Dpanmg The tender document will

be opened on 28-08-2024 at 12:00pm (bid will be oper or

bids), before procurement committee in the presence of contractors or Iheu' authorized representatives.

Place: of issuance, submissicn, inquiries and opening will be - Address: Office of the Chief Officer

District Council Lasbela Phone No: 0853-610375 E-mail address: districtcouncillasbela@gmail.com

Terms and conditions: Under the following conditions bids will be rejected Conditienal, electranics and

telegraphic bids / tender. B\dﬁ not accompanied by bid security / eamest money in shape of call deposit in

favorof pecified date and time. Black listed contractors / firms.

CHIEF OFFICER,
AB No.167/12-08-2024 DISTRICT COUNCIL, LASBELA

=

www.dpr.gob.pk.
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Abbasi urges COAS, CJ,
politicians to find way out

KARACHI: Former prime
minister and top leader of the
newly launched political party
Awam Pakistan Shahid Khagan
Abbasi has said that holding
polls anew will not solve prob-
lems faced by the country and
urged the army chief, chief jus-
tice of Pakistan (CJP} and
politicians to find a way out

"Even fresh polls won't solve
the problems in the country.
Army chief, CIP and politicians
should sit together and deter-
mine a way to run the country,”
he said while speaking to jou
nalists outside an accountability
court on Monday.

It may be noted that political
rivals of the ruling coalition -
Pakistan  Muslim  League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) - have time
and again called for new elec-
tions.

Political parties including
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
Jamiat  Ulema-e-Islam  Fazl
(JUI-F), Jamat-e-Islami (IT)
alleged vote migging, interfer-
ence. and manipulation of the
poll results in the February 8
elections.

Abbasi's statement about the
fresh polls came after the

National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) withdrew a reference
against the ex-premier.

Referring to the graft refer-
ence pertaining  to illegal
appointments in Pakistan State
01l (PSO), the ex-premier said
that the statement of only a sin-
gle witness was recorded
against him in four years.

He said that the reference
was not against corruption and
was made in misuse of powers
by the anti-graft body.

Abbasi went on to say that
"the sooner NAB is abolished
the better it would be for the
country”.

"Such cases are started und
political engineering. Today is a
day to celebrate as the court
exonerated us  from  the
charges," he added.

The former PM and others
were accused of illegally
appointing a former managing
director of PSO, misuse of
authority, and causing losses to
the national exchequer, in a
supplementary reference filed
in 2020 with the LNG terminal
case. An accountability court in
Karachi acquitted Abbasi and
others in the LNG case in April
this year.

President Asif Ali Zardari addressing a ceremony in connection

with

Minorities ' Day in Pakistan, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islamabad.

Pakistan committed to protection
of minorities: President

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari on
Monday reiterated that Pakistan was committed
to protection of the rights of minori and pro-
vision of equal opportunities to them to excel in
every walk of life as enshrined in the
Ce ion of Pakistan,

Imran warns of protests if attempts
made to extend CJP term

RAWALPINDI: Founder of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
Imran Khan, has warned of
potential protests if the govern-
ment disregards decisions con-
cerning reserved seats and
altempts to extend the Chief
Justice's term

During an informal discus-
sion with journalists in Adiala
Jail, Khan expressed his discon-
tent with the current political
climate, comparing Pakistan's
situation to that of Bangladesh
under Sheikh Hasina,

"Our conditions are worse
than  Bangladesh's" Khan
claimed.

Describing the conditions,
the PTI's supremo noted that
Hasina Wajid had appointed her
own Army Chief, Chief Justice,
and police chiefs while sidelin-
ing opposition parties. He drew
parallels between these events
and Pakistan, stating "These
events have occurred and are
oceurring in Pakistan as well."

In a critique of the govern-
ment's handling of the 9 May
incidents, Khan accused the
authorities of orchestrating a

crackdown on PTI under false
pr[EIIEES

"The same people who stole
footage of 9 May were respon-
sible for the events of that day.
Half of our leadership was
jailed, while the rest went
underground or were coerced
out of the party.” stated Khan.

The former premier warned
that any attempt to extend the
Chiel Justice's term or disre-
gard Supreme Court decisions
would result in widespread
protests.

The former Prime Minister
further condemned the alleged
electoral fraud, stating that the
government's fear of exposure
is leading them to place their
own judges in tribunals and
violate the constitution by not
holding elections in  two
provinces.

This, he argued, is a deliber-
ate effort to avoid the scrutiny
that would come with reopen-
ing constituencies,

He warned that the nation is
on edge. with the potential for
widespread unrest if these
issues are not addressed

KP CM for merit based
transfer postings

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Sardar
Ali Amin Khan Gandapur on
Monday emphasized the merit-
based transfer posting and
accelerated land record com-
puterization in the province,

He issued the directives for
appointment, posting and trans-
fer of officers based on merit
and performance in all key
positions to enhance efficiency
within the provincial affairs. He
emphasized that officers who
demonstrate outstanding per-
formance will be duly reward-
ed,

Presiding over a meeting of
the Revenue and Estate
Department on Monday. the
chief minister instructed the rel-
evant authorities to expedite the
process of computerizing land
records and land settlement
under the Board of Revenue,
with a mandate to complete the
project within the stipulated
time frame. He assured that the
provincial government would
prioritize the provision of all
Tecessary resources to achieve

this goal.
The meeting was attended by

Provincial Minister  for
Revenue and Estate
Department  Nazir  Ahmad
Abbassi, Chief Secretary
Nadeem Aslam  Chaudhry,
Senior  Member Board of
Revenue lkramullah  Khan,

Principal Secretary to the Chief
Minister Amjad Ali Khan, and
other senior officials. During
the se: a comprehensive
briefing was given on the
progress of the computerization
of land records and land settle-
ments,

It was reported that 2876
mauzas across the province
have been made operational,
with rapid propress being made
on the remaining mauzas. To
date, 81% of land records under
phases one and two across 19
districts have been computer-
ized. The district-wise progress
was also shared, highlighting
that 100% of the mauzas in
Mardan, Buner, Kohat, Tank,
Shangla, and Hangu districts
have been operationalized.

Addressing a ceremony to mark the celebra-
tions of Minorities' Day at the Aiwan-e-Sadr, the
president said. "Under the Constitution and
under the onus of cath my office. I have the duty
to protect all rights of the minorities and provide
all kind of facilitation”

He said that the objective behind the obser-
vance of Minerities' Day at the official level was
to acknowledge the valuable contributions made
by the members of different communities living
in Pakistan

The president further stressed upon enhance-
ment of jobs opportunities for the minorities in
different government’s departments on merit
basis besides, increasing the existing jobs quota.

Lauding the role of the minorities in the
national progress and prosperity, he said that

they were the equal citizens of Pakistan and
future builders of the nation.

Stressing upon the significance of Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jmnah's vision, the presi-
dent said they were required to fully emulate his
message aimed at fostering unity, brotherhood
and religious tolerance in society.

The event arranged by the Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony was
attended by members of parliament, ulema, reli-
gious leaders, members of the diplomatic corps,
media and representatives from different minori-
ties. Comparing the current situation in India, the
president said "Modi's India is not a safe haven
for the minorities.” and lauded Quaid's farsight-
edness and leadership who had realized the
future fate of minorities in India

President Zardari said the people of Pakistan
always felt the pains of sufferings of humanity
and for those lying lowly in society and accord-
ed due respect and space to all the minorities liv-
ing here because such a message of human con-
sideration had been embedded

Defence Minister
visits Naval HQs

ISLAMABAD:  Defence
Minister, Khawaja
Muhammad Asif on Monday
visited Naval Headquarters
(NHQ) here and called-on
Cl of the Naval Staff
Admiral Naveed Ashraf.

During the meeting, matters
about the Regional Maritime
Security milieu and opera-
tional  readiness of the
Pakistan Navy were dis-
cussed, a Pakistan Navy news
release said

The naval chief apprised
the minister on maritime chal-
lenges and the Pakistan
Navy's preparedness to meet
them. The minister was also

briefed on the Pakistan Navy's
future capability enhancement
and modernization plans.

The minister took keen
interest in details of recent
acquisitions of state-of-the-art
platforms and equipment
which will further strengthen
the seaward defence of the
couniry,

He assured that his ministry
would make all efforts to meet
the requirements of the
Pakistan Navy despite the pre-
vailing economic constraints.-
APP

Dar emphasizes to
boost economic

ties with Turkiye

ISLAMABAD: Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Senator Mohammad
Ishag Dar on Monday reaf-
firmed Pakistan's commitment
to further strengthen Pakistan-
Turkiye bilateral relations
with special focus on trade.
mvestment.

Reduced gas pressure expected in
Sindh & Balochistan due to leak

KARACHI: A gas pipeline leak is expected to
cause reduced pas pressure in several areas of
Sindh and Balochistan, according to a statement
from Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC)

The company reported that a leak was detected
in the Gambat GPF IV feeder line, which supplies
gas to §8GC,

As a result, the system is experiencing a short-
fall of 38 MMCFD (million cubic feet per day) of
gas.

The current demand of these industrial cus-
tomers is around 130-140 mmscfd (million stan-
dard cubic feet per day), with future demand esti-
mated to be 80-100 mmscfd,

SSGC further noted that Pakistan Petroleum
Limited (PPL) has already deployed a team to
repair the pipeline, with the work expected to be
completed within the next 20 hours.

During this period, residents in some areas of
Sindh and Balochistan may experience lower gas
pressure due to the ongoing leak.

On August 6, a major oil and gas reserve was
discovered in Kohat's Tal Block district in the
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province, with the Razgir-
I formation revealing promising deposits that
could significantly strengthen Pakistan's energy
resources.

According to the Oil and Gas Development

Company Limited (OGDCL), the well is current-
ly producing approximately 159 barrels of oil and
16.4 million standard cubic feet of gas daily.

The discovery is the result of a collaborative
effort between OGDCL, Pakistan Petroleum
Limited (PPL). and Pakistan Oilfields Limited
(POL) with the drilling operations to be com-
menced in January 2024

Last month, the SSGC launched a dedicated
pipeli nvesting Rs3.86 billion, to supply fuel
at high pressure to industrial consumers in the
western part of Karachi.

The new phase aimed to address low-pressure
gas issues for industrial customers in the region,

According to a press statement, the gas utility
integrated a 31-kilometer-long, 24-inch diameter
pipeline from MVA ACPL to $ urjani, solv-
ing low-pressure supply problems for industrial
customers in the western region,

SSGC's Managing Director, Imran Maniar,
maugurated the pipeline, underscoring that the
project will separate low-pressure domestic and
commercial consumers from high-pressure indus-
trial consumers in the SITE and Hub Industrial
Areas. This new pipeline is expected to meet
approximately 269 mmscfd of demand.

The Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) has
announced a shutdown of gas supply.

Hasina's son adamant in denying
mother's 'fabricated' resignation

ISLAMABAD: Sajeeb
Wazed, the son of
Bangladesh's former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina, has

removal from power.

Hasina claimed she could
have remained in office had
she been willing to compro-
mise Bangladesh's

refuted claims lating on
social media about her resipna-
ton

Wazed dismissed the reports
as entirely false and fabricated.
emp ng that the statement
attributed to his mother was
incorrect

In a post on X, formerly
known as Twitter, Wazed clari-
fied, "The recent resignation
statement attributed to my
mother published in a newspa-
per is completely false and fab-
ricated. | have just confirmed
with her that she did not make
any statement either before or
since leaving Dhaka,”

In a statement quoted by the
Economic  Times, Sheikh
Hasina had accused the United
States of playing a role in her

particularly by surrendering
Saint Martin Island and allow-
ing US influence over the Bay
of Bengal

"I resigned so that I did not
have to see the procession of
dead bodies. They wanted o
come to power over the dead
badies of students, but 1 did not

allow it", the ousted
Bangladeshi PM was quoted as
SAYINg.

"I could have remained in
power if I had swrrendered the
sovereignty of Saint Martin
Island and allowed America to
hold sway over the Bay of
Bengal," Hasina stated, urging
her countrymen not to be
manipulated by radical ele-
ments.

CM meets Imam
Masjid-e-Nabawi

LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif accorded a warm wel-
come to the Imam Masjid-e-
Nabawi  Dr. Salah  bin
Muhammad Al Budair on his
arrival at the Chief Minister's
Office here on Monday.

The CM said, "On behalf of
people of Punjab, I welcome
your highness, Pakistan is your
home." She also prayed for the
health and long life of the
Saudi King, Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques. The CM
said the friendship of the Saudi
royal family with her father
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif is
enviable. She added. "T follow
Hazrat Umar Farooq's (RA)
governance model. Hazrat
Umar Farooq (RA) was a bea-
con of light for the rulers. Our
powerhouse is in Madinah. 1
don't know much about
Lahore, but I know about every
street in Madinah."

CM Maryam Nawaz noted
that the meeting with Saudi
Crown Prince Muhammad bin

Salman along with Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif was
great, She added, "Crown
Prince Muhammad bin Salman
wants to serve his people
which is my mission as well.
Prince Muhammad bin Salman
is serving the people of Saudi
Arabia with sincerity.” she
said.

The CM said, "After the
Qur'an and Sunnah, we take
guidance from Imam of Kaaba
and lmam of the Prophet's
Mosque in Saudi Arabia.” She
added listening to the recita-
tion of Imam Dr. Salah bin
Muhammad Al-Budair, one's
grief fades away and one's
faith is revitalised. She under-
scored wisiting Imam of
Masjid-e-Nabawi a preat
honour for every Pakistani,

Imam Masjid-e-Nabawi Dr.
Salah bin Muhammad Al-
Budair expressed good wishes
for the people of Punjab from
the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques and the people of
Madinah

Ghazala Gola advocates for
safe shelters for women
By Our Reporte

QUETTA: Deputy Speaker
of Balochistan Assembly and
Chairperson of the Women
Parliamentarians’ Caucus,
Ghazala Gola, emphasized the
necessity of establishing safe
shelters for women at the gov-
emment level, where all basic
amenities are provided.

She made these remarks
while addressing a consultative
meeting on the draft of the
Shelter Act 2024, organized by
Shirkat Gah and held at a local
hotel on Sunday. Provincial
Minister for Education Raheela
Durrani, Provincial Planning
Minister Mir Zahoor Ahmed
Buledai, provincial assembly
members  Shehnaz  Umrani,
Kulscom Baloch, Chairperson
of the Commission on the
Status of Women Balochistan
Fouzia Shaheen, and others
were among the attendees.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Executive Director of
Shirkat Gah Fareeda Shaheed
and  Chairperson of the
Commission on the Status of
Women Balochistan Fouzia
Shaheen briefed on the objec-
tives of the consultative meet-
ing and informed participants
about the key points of the pro-
posed draft law.

In her address, Deputy
Speaker Ghazala Gola high-
lighted that comprehensive
laws related to women's rights
and protection are being devel-
oped in Balochistan.  She
stressed that gender equality
should be considered in all
laws, and effective mechanisms
for the implementation of exist-
ing laws are also crucial. Public
awareness must be raised to

rier
clarify that these laws are for
the benefit of the people.

She said it is essential to
ensure consultation on the laws
being formulated. Establishing
women's shelters is a sensitive
issue, and it is clear from the
initial phase that these shelters
will only be established at the
government level, ensuring a
safe environment and provision
of all basic amenities.

Provincial — Minister  for
Education Raheela Durrani
expressed that the proposed
draft law for women's protec-
tion is a positive step. Efforts
are underway to pass the
Balochistan Women Protection
Act 2024 and the bill to raise
the marriage age for girls to 18
All assembly members should
work together to pass these bills
and create awareness cam-
paigns about them.

Provincial Planning Minister
Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledai
stressed that as pa

sibility to
support these bills, particularly
the women's protection bill.
Fouzia Shaheen mentioned
that the women's protection bill
is being reviewed by the Law
Department and needs to be
passed by the provincial assem-
bly. She said that Shirkat Gah
has played a key role in lobby-
ing for the Balochistan Women
Protection Bill 2024. There is
also a need for lobbying for the
Child Marriage Bill 2024,
Provincial Assembly mem-
ber Kulsoom Baloch empha-
sized the urgent need to enforce
this law, as feudal societies
have always marginalized
women and promoted violence,

Ahsan chairs review meeting on
public-private partnership projects

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives Ahsan Igbal
on Monday chaired a meeting
to review the progress of ongo-
ing projects being executed
under the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) framework.

Among others, the meeting
was attended by Minister for
Petroleum  Senator Musadik
Malik, Deputy Chairman of the
Planning Commission
Muhammad Jahanzeb Khan,
Secretary  Planning  Awais
Manzur  Sumra. Secretary
Railways, Secretary Economic
Affairs Division, PPP CEO
Malik Ahmed Khan and senior
officials  from federal and
provincial ministries, a news
release said.

The participants reviewed
the implementation report of
the ongoing projects and dis-
cussed decisions made during
the previous meeting.

Presiding over the meeting,
the minister emphasized the
importance of creating a favor-
able investment environment,
stating that investors sought
profit and the government must
balance its interests with invest-
ment opportunities. He stressed
that the government should
clearly define its poals and
interests while creating invest-
ment opportunities in any sec-
tor, stressing the need for thor-
ough preparation before mvit-
ing investors

Deputy Chairman
Muhammad Jahanzeb Khan
underscored the importance of
homework and effective third-
party consultation

Petroleum Minister Musadik
Malik said the private sector
played a crucial role in stabiliz-
ing and growing the country's
economy, and emphasized the
need to increase private sector
partnership.-APP

Aurangzeb meets Pepsi
Co's CEO for Africa

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Monday held a
meeting with PepsiCa's Chief
Executive Officer (CEQ) for
Africa, Middle East (ME) and
South  Asia (SA) Eugene
Willemsen to discuss Pakistan's
economic progress and poten-
tial collaboration oppormunities.

He was accompanied by
CEOQ Pakistan and Afghanistan
Muhammad Khosa, said a news
release. The minister welcomed
Willemsen and provided an
update on Pakistan's economic
progress.

He also highlighted recent
fmprovements, including
increased foreign  exchange
reserves, decreased inflation,

and stable currency.

The minister attributed these
positive indicators to the suc-
cessful completion of the nine-
month stand-by arrangement
(SBA) with the IMF and men-
tioned that a staff-level agree-
ment (SLA) has been reached
to ensure continued economic
stability.

He also spoke about ongoing
reforms in the energy sector,
state-owned enterprises
(SOEs), and taxation, empha-
sizing the government's initia-
tive to incorporate under-taxed
and untaxed entities into the tax
net. Muhammad Aurangzeb
appreciated the PepsiCo's seed
lab initiative and its impact in
driving agricultural and overall
economic growth.

Govt committed to
empowering youth

LAHORE: Punjab  Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif
said on Monday that youth
were real asset of a nation, and
true architects of its future.

In  her message on
International Youth Day, she

Regional Parliamentarians’ Conference
on Gender Empowerment
for a Green Economy

Bsor LIPPFE

Speaker National Assembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq delivering key note
address to the participants of the Regional meeting on 'Gender
Empowerment and Green Economy'.

said that focusing on education,
training and character building
of youth was very important

The chief minister said that
PML-N government believed in
giving opportunities to youth
for materializing their dreams
into reality, added that under
Chief Minister's.
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